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Southern Farmers Strong For 
Socialism-No More Room For 
Erroneous Ideas. Says Editor 

Socialists contribute 15 Articles To One Issue of 
Great Farm Paper Sweeping Aside All Miscon- 
ceptions Advanced by Opponents— We Herewith 
Publish the Winner. 

The farmers of the South are intensely interested in Socialism. 
The editor of The Southern Ruralist, published at Atlanta, Ga., and 
claiming a circulation of a Quarter million copies, admits that they 
are. He made this discovery by inviting the Southern farmers to 
write artioles giving their views on Socialism, both for and against. 
He received 173 articles. Of these only 28 were against Socialism, 
leaving a total of 145 in favor of Socialism. The editor had planned 
to put the ibest of these" articles, for and against, in one issue. But the 
Socialist articles were so many and so good that he got out "The 
Farmer and Socialism" issue of his paper and published 15 of them, 
reserving the anti-Socialist articles for the succeeding issue. 

In an editorial entitled "A CLEAN SLATE" the editor gives his 
own views of the Southern farmers' interest in Socialism as follows: 

"Both sides of this great question of Farmer and Socialism were 
to have been presented in. this issue of the Ruralist. We found our- 
selves, however, confronted by a very serious difficulty. The sub- 
. ject is of such vital importance that we doubted the possibility of any 
half dozen short articles conveying such a real understanding of the 
subject as its Importance demanded. Moreover, the number and char- 
acter of the articles contributed by our Socialist friends overwhelmed 
us. 

"We determined that the sincere men and women who could write 
such articles deserved the fullest and freest hearing we could give 
them, Therefore, instead of compelling them to divide time with their 
opponents, we decided to let the Socialists have their say without 
restriction or opposition. We shall produce articles on the other side 
in the Ruralist for August 15th, and compensate the authors so lib- 
erally that they will not object to the arrangement. 

"There is no better proof of the interest of Southern farmers in 
any question than the number of communications sent to the Rural- 
ist upon that subject. We received 173 articles upon Farmer and So- 
cialism in response to our invitation. Of these only 28 opposed So- 
cialism. 

"The fact that 145 Ruralist subscribers sent in articles advocat- 
ing the advantages of Socialism to the farmer does not indicate a 
corresponding preponderance of Socialists among Southern farmers. 
It does, however, indicate certain things worthy of careful consider- 
ation. There is no longer room for some of the erroneous ideas en- 
tertained by those who have been emphatic opponents of every ten- 
dency supposed to 'be Socialistic. 

"We have been told that Socialists were mostly unpatriotic for- 
eigners. Yet these Ruralist articles come from the most purely 
American section of our country. It has been claimed that the pro- 
gress of L Socialism has been confined to manufacturing centers. 
Nevertheless every country community in the great agricultural 
States of the South has contributed toward this issue of the Ruralist. 

"The names signed to these articles have the same origin and 
might with equal propriety have been signed to the Declaration of 
Independence. 

"There are other misconceptions which we believe should be re- 
moved before one can possibly be in position to consider this ques- 
tion upon its merits. 

"There are people who insist that Socialism is opposed to Chris- 
tianity. In reality it stands upon the Golden Rule and would put the 
fundamental tenets of the Christian faith into actual practice. 

"Other well meaning but ignorant opponents insist that Socialism 
stands for "free love," and wrecking 'of home ties. There is no foun- 
dation for such misconceptions except the unfortunate practices of a 
few individual Socialists. It would be equally unjust to claim that 
because certain alleged Christians practi<-ed divorce, the Christian 
— etwA a g a wh a le. ari v ^a tT d "diTpre». - - x - ■ >, • -■ -■■ ■' 

"Here is the official promulgation of the advocates of Socialism 
upon this matter as approved by the American Institute of Sociology: 
'All teachings favoring free love or other forms of sexual impurity 
or the destruction of the home have no basis in scientific Socialism 
and aro uncompromisingly repudiated.' 

"With the elimination of these things for which Socialism does not 
stand we wish to mention one fundamental plank on which it does 
stand. Socialists insist that all questions of the adoption or rejection 
of any social or political proposition shall be determined by a refer- 
endum of all adult citizens of both sexes. They place their whole 
rule ^ hands 0f a11 the people and ablde absolute majority 

"To us the most interesting feature in the mass of letters ac- 
companying these articles was the confidence expressed in the fair- 
ness of the editor of the Ruralist. That opinion is above price The 
men who hold it shall have a clean slate on which to present "their 
case. 

The first article, which won a $10 prize, was sent in by J B 
Storie, of Linden, Texas, and is as follows: 



By J. B. STORIE 

O OCIALISM is not, as some people seem to think, a cut and 
O dried theory, hatched in the fevered brain of some fanatical 
foreigner. It is evolutionary in character and rests upon a histor- 
ical, economic and scientific basis which offers the only really 
rational solution of modern economic and industrial problems 

Karl Marx correctly stated more, than half a century ago 
that : In every historical epoch the prevailing mode of economic 
production and exchange, and the social organizations necessar- 

, illy following from it, forms a* — 

Jaasis on which is built... pol- 
itical and intellectual history of 
that epoch." 

When the tools of production 
and the means of distribution 
were crude and simple we had 
individual ownership and use 
of these things, and individual 
competition was the prevailing 
order. As the crude and simple 
hand tools of a century ago be- 



NOT ALARMING! 

Friends of The American So- 
cialist are alarmed about the 
continued drop in circulation. 
To those faithful comrades who 
are straining every nerve to get 
new subscribers and to get old 
subscribers to renew, we wish 
to say that the situation is by 
no means as alarming as it 
looks. 

Last fall, thousands of six 
months' subscriptions" were put 
on by the Soidel, Walker and 
Ameringer Lectures. These sub- 
scriptions are now coming off 
in great bunches, and as this 
year's Lecture Course has not 
yet started, there is nothing to 
offset it. 

By the time this paper reach- 
es you the dates for the Lecture 
Course will have been made up 
and the sale of tickets will be- 
gin. From then on we expect a 
steady rise in the circulation. 

Next year, we hope to avoid 
a sudden drop during the sum- 
mer by having a summer course 
of lectures as well as a winter 
course. 

In the meantime, let every 
hustler do his share. 
Fraternally yours, 

RALPH -KORNGOLD, 
Circulation Manager. 



gan to change their form and to 
evolve or grow into complex 
and expensive machines their 
ownership gradually passed out 
of the hands of those who used 
them and into the hands of 
groups of nonusers called cap- 
italists. First it was the "part- 
nership", followed by the "cor- 
poration," which has finally 
evolved into the "trust," which 
practically eliminates competi- 
tion among capitalists. 

With this change in our methods 
and manner of producing and dist- 
ributing wealth, and the consequent 
development of the capitalist class, 
has been born a new class in Amer- 
ican society — the proletariat, or 
propertyless worker — with nothing 
to sell save labor power. The 
struggle between these two classes 
— the capitalist class and the work- 
ing class — has been growing fierc- 
er as the years have rolled around. 
Each class strives to secure a larg- 
er share of the wealth produced. 

THE FARMER has tried to de- 
ceive himself with the idea that he 
was an uninterested spectator to 
this struggle of the classes; that 
he occupied a kind of half way 
ground between the two — part 
capitalist and part worker — and, 
therefore, stood to win no matter 
which way the battle went. In this 
self-delusion the farmer has been 
ably aided by the politician, the 
press and, too often, by priest and 
preacher. 

Gradually tho fact is being forced 
home to the farmer that lie, like tho 
wagre worker, Is dependent upon 
these great commercial and indust- 
rial combination a for a market for 
his labor power, or for the products 
of his labors, which amounts to the 
same thing, and those modern Shy- 
locks not only demand their, "pound 
of flesh" -when he sella his nr™*iuu» 



but get it again with compound int. 
erest -when he buys his farm mach- 
inery and other necessary supplies. 

He has seen the ownership of farm 
after farm pass from the hands of 
those who till them into the hands 
of the capitalist class until today 
but a small per cent of actual 
farmers own their homes. 

He has seen fabulous fortunes 
amassed, almost over night at his 
expense, by the manipulation of the 
markets upon which he must buy 
and sell. He has seen the 1 wives and 
children of farmers of the South 
converted into "field hands" until 
illiteracy prevails to an alarming 
degree, only to have the fruits of 
their toil coined into dividends for 
a parasitic class. 

All this, and much more, has 
forced many farmers to the conclu- 
sion that their only salvation, in an 
economic sense, lies in the forma- 
tion, by the farmers, wage workers, 
and all others who render useful 
service, with hand or brain, of a 
political party, to be used by the 
workers as a means to sweep them- 
selves as a class into political su- 
premacy. When the political power 
has been captured by the workers 
they will use their power to legalize 
collective ownership of all those 
things upon which the people In 
common depend, leaving to be owned 
and controlled by the individual 
only such things as are privately, 
or individually, used. In other 
words, they will harmonize the 
method of ownership with the meth- 
od of use. For example: The rail- 
roads, telephone and telegraph sys- 
tems, coal mines and all large scale 
industries, upon which all depend, 
will be owned by all. A municipal 
lighting plant, like a local school 
house, will be owned and controlled 
by the people locally who use it, 
while tooth brushes, pocket knives, 
automobiles, private dwelling hous- 
es, privately worked farms, and all 
other things used privately, or in- 
dividually, will be owned privately 
or individually 'by those who use 
them. 



WHEN THE people own the means 
of wealth production and distribu- 
tion it will then be impossible for 
any individual, corporation or com- 
bination of any kind to place them- 
selves between the workera„and their 
opportunities to work and "levy trib- 
ute upon their toil. For the first 
time in Human history the useful 
workers will enjoy the full fruits of 
their efforts. 

In transferring the ownership of 
public utilities from private and 
corporate hands to the hand, of the 
public collectively the workers will 
be moving along HfteR^'iprocedure 
inffiMt W man'/' pieeedVnts of 

i&iJSrttffisL. £2!*!* "°».,r * up 

many otter things that now own ! WIth m f barrel ot "MroMW. eer- 

together were at one time private 
property, and the people paid divi- 
dends to their private owners when 



Voice of Capital Spoke and 
Kendrick Shedd was 'Fired 9 
From Roc hester' s University 

Carnegie and Rockefeller and Kodak King Contri- 
bute Liberally and College Looks for Million Dol- 
lar Endowment from Same Source— Here's Story 
by One Who was Exiled. 

Here* is the story of how Kendrick Shedd, the well known So- 
cialist, was ousted from the University of Rochester. These facts 
take their place beside the indictments of other universities and col- 
leges that have already appeared in The American Socialist. Place 
this story beside that of the martyrs of progress at the University of 
Pennsylvania, the University of Utah, the University of Washington, 
the University of Colorado, and Maryville College, Maryville, Tenn., 
and the result will be a mountain of evidence against the control of 
popular education by the big interests of plutocracy. Here is Shedd's 
story: ^ 

By KENDRldK SHEDD 

M ANY people have been "fired," and a lot more are to be. 
Some because they were too old, others from inefficiency 
or weakness; others because of their bad reputation; and still 
others because they were using their positions for the propaga- 
tion pf heretical ideas. 

Teachers, too, get theirs. I am one of them. I had been for 
four years a student at the University of Rochester (N. Y.), and 
"had also been an instructor there for twenty-one more summers 
— 'and as many winters. Then my salary stopped, and I looked 
elsewhere for the wherewith to* 
keep my family from the poor- 
house. Why? This article will 
tell you. It will also be another 
good example of the undoubted 
truth (undoubted by those 
whose eyes are open), that our 
educational institutions, like the 
churches and almost everything 
else in sight (or out of it) are 
under the heel of the Money 
Power. 

My first red card is dated 
June iy, 1910. I was born a 
couple of months previous to 
that. I am therefore some five 
and a half years old — for why 
put our birthday before the day 
when our eyes were first open? 

For over sixteen years I had been 
teaching, with perfect satisfaction, 
in a good college. For years I had 
also been in great demand ad a 
speaker at functions of the public 
schools, of the churches and Sun- 
day schools, the Christian Endeav- 
or, the Y. M. C. A., and the Y. W. 
C. A.; also at all of the Capital- 
istic banquets until attendance up- 
on them had become a veritable 
"chestnut." I .used- to keep^.'a~JLitit 
of those multitudinous addresses. I 



an atheist. I had mentioned the 
dreaded and awful thing in a school- 
house! ! ! Yes, my name was Dinnis. 
It was Mud. It was Outcast. It 
was Devil. From that glorious day 
on I was a sort of "Wandering 
Jew," so to speak, in my own town 
and country. I had hit sacred Cap- 
ital, and I was to suffer for it. 

Not in two weeks was I put out 
of the University, nor in two 
months; but I was being watched. 
The enemies of Socialism were on 
the job with both feet and the rest 
of their anatomy. Everything I 
said from that time on, if radical, 
was likely to appear exaggerated 
and distorted in the press. The evi- 
dent object was to "put me in bad" 
with the University, and force the 
Trustees to fire me. 



SUCCESS CAME to the conspira- 
tors after a time. I made one 
speech too many. Auburn did me 
up. I spoke there one night with 
Frank Bohn. My innocent remarks 
were distorted and twisted into 
crimes in the next morning's pa- 
pers. The college groaned. Spies 
were sent out to sneak about and 
find what awful things I had (not) 
said, and I was duly called before 
the Committee of the Board of 
^Trustees. _ 

J After a few days, I was told that 
my resignation was desired. I 
wrote it — with a gun behind me, so 



they used them. 

The Socialists in working for the 
collective ownership and democratic 
control of collectively used proper- 
ty are simply keeping pace with the 
march of material progress and in- 
dustrial evolution. The means of 
wealth production and distribution 
have changed from individuality 
used tools to socially used mach- 
ines. Co-operative effort and comb- 
ination has been substituted for in- 
dividual effort and competition. So- 
cialism is merely the next step in 
the development of industrial and 
commercial activity. 



did in an hour when I was heartily j pen again,, the College could kick 
sick of the thing I used to be. me out bodily, but I would not re- 

j sign. Why? Listen. For what 

YES, I WAS very popular in my | crimes should a teacher lose his 
own city just as long as I preached position? For being a bad egg mo- 



IMPOBTANT CHANGES ABE MADE 
BY ADOPTING BEFEBENDUM A. 

Referendum "A," 1915, just closed 
makes the following important 
changes in the National Constitu- 
tion: A provision is made for the 
expulsion of any member elected to 
office who in any way votes to ap- 
propriate moneys for military or 
naval purposes. The time of the an- 
nual national committee meetings 
is changed. Hereafter these will be 
held on the first Sunday after the 
first Monday in June. However, the 
referendum provides that no meet- 
ing of the National Committee shall 
(be held next year. At the time 
mentioned the National Convention 
of 1916 will be held. The restric- 
tions placed upon the National Com- 
mittee with reference to affirm- 
ative action between sessions are 
removed. Election of the Executive 
Committee and the Executive Sec- 
retary will be by a referendum of 
the membership. The term of of- 
fice is extended to two years, be- 
ginning July first. The Woman's 
National Committee and the Gen- 
eral Correspondent of the commit- 
tee are eliminated. Instead of a 
committee for special propaganda 
among women, ther.e is provided a 
fund to be used exclusively for this 
purpose, under the direction of the 
Executive Secretary. The restric- 
tions upon voting are drawn a little 
closer, any party member to be ex- 
pelled from membership who votes 
in any political election for any 
candidate other than Socialist party 
members, nominated, endorsed or 
recommended as candidates by the 
Socialist party. A new section is 
adopted relating to controversies 
within state organizations and the 
sections relating to foreign speak- 
ing organizations are more clearly 
defined. The percentage required 
for initiating referenda is reduced to 
5 per cent for all proposals except 
changes in tho constitution which 
require 8 per cent. A new article 
is adopted, placing the Young 
Peoplo's Socialist League under the 
control and direction of the Exe- 
cutive Committee, and defining the 
obligations of the League to city, 
county and state organizations of 
the Socialist party. 

Tie 'nil ^tabulated report by states will 



'contentment and success and all 
the other stuff that the ignorant 
and designing Capitalists so love to 
have speakers spread. I then had a 
"lead-pipe cinch" , on my job at the 
University. If you had been so bold 
as to tell anybody in those days that 
"Professor" Shedd would in a few 
short years be an exile, so to speak, 
an outcast, an ostracised and ban- 
ished figure, a persona non grata, 
in fact in his own city and state, 
you would have been hailed as a 
madman. Why, it were Impossible! 

I had a reputation as a "sunshine" 
man. I had a Sunshine Club, and 
we had long been in the papers as 
spreaders of sunshine and content- 
ment and blessed charity. I had 
lectured on Teddy Roosevelt and 
proven to the satisfaction of myself 
and my audience (a few "damn" So- 
cialists excepted) that he was an 
Angel with a Capital A. I had a 
thousand times proven that poverty 
and unemployment and sickness 
and death and all other samples of 
adversity were the best things that 
could happen to people to chasten 
them and bring out the beauteous 
rainbow of character, etc.. etc., ad 
nauseam. 

Now then, the point is this: Just 
as long as I spread that sort of fool 
stuff; just as long as I spent my 
days and my nights (unconsciously) 
in the blessed service of the Capital- 
ist System, keeping the innocent and 
the ignorant in beautiful darkness 
as to the actual conditions of life; 
just so long I was a "good boy," 
and a grand influence in the educa- 
tion and inspiration of the young, 
and my picture was often in the 
newspapers (outside of the police 
column) ; I was then welcome, too, 
at all University functions, and was 
a steady 'boarder, so to speak, at 
public school and church doings, 
all over the town, and out of it. 



THEN SOMETHING awful hap- 
pened. Somebody got me to reading 
something worth while. I liked it. 
I read some more. I kept on liking 
it. I began to think; I began to tell 
of my new ideas, as occasion cam(3 — 
though not in my class-room. There 
I taught German, and other lan- 
suages. I was hired for that and 1 
kept consistently at it. Finally I 
was asked to make an address in 
the largest Social Center in Ro- 
chester one Saturday evening, where 
a thousand people had gathered. I 
toid. them about Socialism, my new 
religion, and incidentally spoko of 
tho red flag, and Its world-wide 
meaning, comparing its breadth with 
that of any or all of the • national 
flags. 

Geo Whlzzzzz!!! You ought to 
have seen the head-Mnes the next 
morning and from that time on. 
My name was henceforth Mud. I 
had fallen from grace, I was now 
one of the "undesirable citizens." 



bo published in Tte AmsricW Socl^ 



rally; or an inefficient teacher; or 
for using his position to spread 
heretical and dangerous doctrines? 
Yes, of course. But the President 
of the College and the Spokesman 
of the Trustees admitted the follow- 
ing six points: (1) I had been a 
highly satisfactory teacher; (2) I 
was O. K. morally, in fact, had al- 
ways been a splendid example and 
influence from the moral viewpoint 
in and out of the college; (3) I had 
always taught my subject (language 
and literature) and had never at- 
tempted in any way to propagate 
Socialism or any other "unsound' 
doctrine in my classes; (4) The 
Trustees thoroughly believed In the 
untrammeled constitutional right oi 
free speech, and accorded the same 
to all of the faculty; (5) They had 
no fault to find with my convictions; 
and (6) They had no objections to 
my being a Socialist!! 

Please take another squint at 
these six fatal admissions made by 
the authorities of the University of 
Rochester. Then ask yourself up- 
on what possible ground they could 
force me out of a position I had 
held satisfactorily for almost a 
quarter of a century. But the 
mouthpieces of Capitalism can al- 
ways find a reason, when looking 
for it. But it takes considerable 
capacity along the rhetorical line 
to phrase the same. President Rush 
Rhees was equal to the situation, 
however. ' He wrote out the reason, 
and I am going to put it before you, 
so that you may realize the enorm- 
ity of my crime. He said: 

"The methods you have chosen 
for giving publicity to your ideas 
and convictions are inconsistent 
with the sober, thoughtful, scien- 
tific attitude to truth for which the 
University must stand." 



and I was the wild Indian. See? 
See? See? Money was shouting. 
The college wanted to grow and 
have increased "success." I stood 
in the way. So I was sacrificed! 
Expediency was struggling with 
Principle, and Expediency won. 
Simple as ABC. It is almost always 
so. 

In less than a year after I was 
fired, the College had the million in 
the bank. (Query: How much was 
I worth?) 

Another splendid illustration of 
the talking and controlling power 
of money, of the economic Think 
it over. 



THINGS DOING 
IN OKLAHOMA 

By ADOLPH GERMER 



LIEBKNECHT MOVES AGAIN FOB 
PEACE IN GERMANY. 
Dr. Karl Liebknecht, the leading 
Socialist anti-militarist in the Ger- 
man reichstag, has notified the Ger- 
man government from his post in 
the eastern war theater that he will 
ask at the opening of the reichstag 
"whether the government is willing 
entirely to abandon the idea of the 
annexation of conquered territories 
and enter into immediate peace 
pour parlers if the other belligerents 
are similarly inclined." 



NO FBEE-SPEECH IN SPAIN. 

The Spanish Government has is- 
sued an edict prohibiting all public 
meetings. Thus do neutral Govern- 
ments, even, take advantage of the 
war to suppress democratic agita- 



tion. El Soclalista calls on Social- 
ists to resist this repressive meas- 
ure with all the strength they can 
command. 



DEFENSE OF THE HOME. 
In the House of Commons, on 
April 29, Mr. King said that a lit- 
tle girl, Dolly Hammett, aged 9 
years, has been taken away from 1 
school, and employed at shaving 
the soldiers at Budbroke Barracks, 
Warwickshire. — Woman's Dread- 
nought. 



It really is not time to open the 
mills yet. The 1916 crop affords 
other property to be stolen before it 
will be necessary for wage earners 
to crate things for the plutes to 
take. 



THERE YOU have it. How's that 
for a state's-prison offence? Isn't 
it a dandy? That's some crime. And 
that's some rhetorical ability also. 
The fact is, I had attacked their 
system (and incidentally their be- 
loved Mayor Edgerton, the figure- 
head of the party that carries Ro- 
chester in its vest-pocket). The 
President of the Board was the bos- 
om friend of the Mayor, and the man 
who had nominated him in the con- 
vention was the legal officer of the 
Trustees. See? But wait. The 
college was looking for a million 
dollar endowment. From whom was 
the million to come? From the 
working class? Not on your tinnn- 
tyyyypeee!! Carnegie and Rocke- 
feller and George (Kodak) East- 
man had already given liberally to 
the college, and it was looking for 
even greater things from the same 
source. Hark. The President and 
the Spokesman of the Trustees told 
me with their own lips that mon- 
eyed and influential men had told 
them that they would no longer sup- 
port the institution as long as ''that 
wild Indian/, wa» on -th«> faouifc?" 



This is the busy season for the 
Oklahoma Socialist movement and 
if present indications count for any- 
thing, something is going to drop at 
the next election. 

The Oklahoma movement, like 
that in other states, has felt the ef- 
fect of the Democratic "prosperity" 
that was promised hft never ar- 
rived. Many of the Comrades have 
been unable to pay their dues, but 
they are finding means by which 
this will be overcome. 

No part of the movement surpas- 
ses Oklahoma for loyalty and self- 
abnegation. 

The comrades travel as much as 
100 miles to attend the socialist en- 
campments. The whole family comes 
in a covered wagon, prepared to 
stay two or three or four days. We 
have met Comrades who have walked 
fifteen miles to an encampment and 
on the way did Socialist propagan- 
da work among the farmers. 

The Oklahoma Comrades have 
various and unique ways of paying 
their party dues; ways that indi- 
cate their devotion to the cause. 
Raising Their Dues. 

They rent a piece of land, sow it 
with cotton, corn, oats, onions, etc., 
till and harvest the crop collect- 
ively, sell the product and use the 
proceeds to pay dues, buy literature 
and pay for speakers. Others will 
dedicate a hen to the cause, sell the 
eggs and thus pay dues. 

At the Ada, Oklahoma encamp- 
ment, while speaking on organiza- 
tion and methods of paying dues, 
an aged woman comrade spoke up 
and said, "If I have no other way 
to pay my dues, I'll sell a chicken 
to get the money." 

How can a movement fail with 
such loyal and determined Souls in 
it? 

The Oklahoma movement has dev- 
eloped some wonderful local talent. 
These Comrades have not attained 
a national reputation, but they have 
done wonderfully effective work, 
which accounts for the rapidly in- 
creasing vote which was more than 
63,000 at the last election, placing 
six memibers in the State Legisla- 
ture. 

The State is divided into two en- 
campment districts. 

George D. Brewer, Fred. W. Holt, 
who recently served a six months' 
jail sentence for his devotion to the 
Arkansas miners; Caroline Lowe, 
Janet Korngold, Thomas Buie and 
others are working in the western 
district while Dan Hogan, three 
times the Socialist nominee for 
governor of Arkansas; Jennie Mc- 
Gehe, State Woman's Correspondent 
of Colorado, A. E. Blackwell, the 
secretary-treasurer of the South- 
eastern Oklahoma Encampment As- 
sociation and 'he writer are in The 
eastern part of the State, assisted 
by numerous local Comrades, among 
them Tracy Dougherty, the 17 year 
old boy orator. He has made his 
mark in sections of Oklahoma and i3 
destined to become one of the most 
prominent factors in the National 
movement. 

In addition to the encampments 
under the direction of the two as- 
sociations, independent encamp- 
ments are held, so that Oklahoma Is 
a bee-hive of Socialist agitators. . 
Eyes On Oklahoma I 

These encampments have helped 
to build up the movement in this 
State to what it is today and will 
help to further strengthen it in the 
future. 

Keep your eyes on Oklahoma! 

Last election the workers elected 
six legislators, five in the House and 
one in the Senate. In the next 
election that number will at least 
be doubled and the prospects are 
exceedingly bright for the election 
of several congressmen. 



«WE» AND "OUR" WHEAT CBOP. 

"We" are harvesting a record 
wheat crop. It will run up to 
comething like 966,000,000 bushels. 
"We" are great farmers. "We" 
ought to be prosperous. But "we" 
will not be; for the gamblers will 
juggle this wheat, fix the price of 
it and loot "us" out of the greater 
part of the "prosperity" that "we" 
have earned. "We" are such an easy 
lot that they pick us without even 
giving us an anesthetic. — New York 
Call. 



An English suffrage paper men- 
tions a small town in Southern 
France that has a woman Mayor, 22 
years of age. She was a school 
teacher and also Mayor's secretary, 
and when the war broke out volun- 
teered as a Red Cross nurse. But 
the Mayor was called to the colors, 
whereupon the City Council, in- 
stead of electing one of their own 
members to serve in the position, 
urged the young teacher to act as 
chief executive. The girl Mayor is 
said to be handling the position with 
extraordinary skill and to the com- 
plete satisfaction of everybody in 
.fthe, towa - - ■ 



Mr. GOMPERS REPLIES 

THE WORKERS of the United States are sending more and 
more representatives of their own class — Socialists — to the 
state legislatures. 

At the fall elections of 191 2 they elected 22 Socialists to nine 
state legislatures. In the fall of 191 4 they chose 31 Socialists to 
represent them in 13 different state legislatures. In 1916 this 
number will be greatly increased. 

In every case the great rank and file of labor, organized and 
unorganized, have applauded the efforts of the Socialist legislators 
in their behalf. The proletariat of the land, the farmers, have 
joined them in their applause. 

Right now there is a great controversy between the economic 
movement (The American Federation of Labor) and the political 
movement (The Socialist Party) of the workers. The question 
in dispute is whether the worker should secure the eight hour 
workday through his labor union or through his political union. 

THE AMERICAN Federation of Labor, at its Philadelphia 
Convention, November 19 14, voted against securing the eight 
hour workday through legislation. While the Socialist Party, the 
political union of the workers, enthusiastically supports every ef- 
fort of labor to more and more shorten the workday through 
economic activity, it also has pledged all Socialist legislators, with 
the political power that has been given them by the workers, to 
propose and energetically support an eight hour law for all of 
the workers. In this way the workers press on, with the aid of 
their industrial and political organization, to win the desired goal. 

Nor was the Philadelphia A. F. of L. convention at all united 
in the stand taken. The votes cast against an eight hour law to- 
talled 11,237, while a total of 8,107 votes was cast in favor of an 
eight hour law. This vote shows that there was a great differ- 
ence of opinion. This vote did not settle the controversy. 

In order to draw the serious attention of the trade unionists 
of America to this action of the national convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the National Executive Committee of 
the Socialist Party, prepared a booklet on the question, "ARE 
THE WORKERS OF AMERICA OPPOSED TO AN I r GH r, i 
HOUR LAW?" This booklet seeks to place the facts before 
every trade unionist. 

The facts presented in this little booklet appealed so strong- 
ly to Mr. Samuel Gompers, the president of the American Fede- 
ration of Labor, that he devoted 28 pages of the August issue ot 
The American Federationist, the official organ of the A. F. of L. 
to a defense of the action of the Philadelphia A. F. of L. conven- 
tion. 

Through an arrangement with the Socialist Party Literature 
Department, THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST is able to an- 
nounce a plan this week that will make it possible not only to 
place a copy of the statement, "ARE THE WORKERS OF 
AMERICA OPPOSED TO AN EIGHT-HOUR LAW?" in the 
hands of every organized and unorganized worker in the land, but 
will also enable tens of thousands to secure a copy of Robert 
Hunter's famous book, just published, "LABOR IN POLITICS." 

Here is the plan! In its Labor Day Issue, dated Sept. 4, 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST will publish in full the state- 
ment of the Socialist Party National Executive Committee, "ARE 
THE WORKERS OF AMERICA OPPOSED TO AN EIGHT- 
HOUR LAW?" While the booklet sells for five cents a copy* 
which would make its free distribution in this form prohibitive; 
its publication in THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S Labor Day 
Edition will make it possible to put it into the hands of a mil- 
lion workers at small expense. 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, therefore, wants io.ood 
workers to each order 100 copies of this Labor Day Edition, 
which will make an issue of one million copies. This bundle of 
100 copies will cost 50 cents. But, in addition to the 100 copies 
of the Labor Day Edition of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
containing the statement, "ARE THE WORKERS OPPOSED 
TO AN EIGHT-HOUR LAW?" you will also receive five copies 
of this statement in booklet form, FREE! So that while you 
distribute the papers at your Labor Day Celebration, or from 
house to house, you can keep the booklets busy among youK 
shopmates for months to come. 

But we feel that there are a large number of energetic work* 
ers who will want to distribute at least 200 copies of THE| 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST'S Labor Day Edition. To all thosd 
sending in $1 for 200 copies, we will also send 10 copies of tM 
booklet, "ARE THE WORKERS OPPOSED TO AN EIGHT- 
HOUR LAW?" and in addition one copy of Robert Hunter'j 
book, "LABOR IN POLITICS," which usually sells for twenty- 
five cents. Those ordering a bundle of 200 copies for $1 wil) 
therefore receive 75 cents worth of literature in addition. Y01I 
can't afford to pass by this offer. USE THE BLANK BELOW 



GREAT OFFER FOR LABOR DAY 

The American Socialist, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. i | ; . 

(FIRST OFFER) 

For the enclosed 50 cents send me 100 copies of The Labor Day Edition Of 
The American Socialist with the understanding that I am also to receive five 
copies of the booklet, "ARE THE WORKERS OF AMERICA OPPOSED TO AN 
EIGHT-HOUR LAW?" 

(SECOND OFFER) 

For the enclosed $1 send me 200 copies of the Labor Day Edition of TF 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST, with the understanding that I am also to receive 
copies of the booklet, "ARE THE WORKERS OF AMERICA OPPOSED TO 
EIGHT-HOUR LAW?" and one copy of Robert Hunter's great book, "LABOF 
POLITICS." 

(Cross out the offer you do not want to accept and sign below) : 



1 



Name 
Street 
City . 



NOTE.— The offer msde to those sending in $1 for 200 copies of 
Edition of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST will also hold good for those 
bundles a* follows: $2,50 for 600 copies, 85- for 1,000 copies; -S2&* for 



Weekly, 50 cents per Year. 
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Clubs of four or more, 40 weeks, 35 cents. 
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■ BUNDLE RATES. Bundle Rates One 
Year to One Address. — 4 copies, $1; 3 
copies, $2; 10 copies, $2.50; 25 copies, 
$6.25; 50 copies, $12.50; 100 copios. 
$25.00. Bundle Rates of Any Issue. — 1,- 
000, $5; 500. $2.50; 200, $1; 100, 50 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 21st, 1916. 



Our Slogan 
ORGANIZE FOR 1916! 



NEWS OF THE WEEK 

Here Is ail the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so 
busy fighting for Socialism they do 
not have time to read the daily cap- 
italist press. 



MONDAY, AUCrtJST 9. 

Cterman fleet attacks Riga, Russia.'* 
Baltic seaport. Germans take Praga 
commanding Vistula River. 

United States and Central American 
republics agree on plan to insure peace in 
Mexico. 

Gen. George W. Goethals to quit as 
head of Canal Zone, Nov. 1. 

United States Commission on Industrial 
Relations having hard time to reaqh deci- 
sion on report to congress. 

Government crop report shows record 
yield of 5,500,000,000 bushels of wheat, 
oats and corn. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10. 

Sixty prisoners from Chicago's Bride- 
well work on streets without guard. 

United States Battleships sent to Vera 
Oruc, ' Mexico, for alleged purpose of pro- 
tecting Americans and other foreigners. 

Two Chicago detective sergeants con- 
victed for accepting bribes from heads of 
clairvoyant trust. 

•Zeppelin raids In England kill 15. Turks 
swept back by allies. British cruiser In- 
dia rank off the Norwegian coast. 
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 11. 

Two German warships victims of Brit- 
ish submarines in Black Sea. 

Oarranaa Informs United States and 
South American republics that failure to 
recognize him would meet with armed re- 
sistance. 

Western railroads given more rate 
raises by Interstate Commerce Commission. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12. 

Germans take Lukow, big railroad cen- 
ter In Poland, and continue pursuit of 
Russians. Redmond, Irish leader, refuses 
to aid Pope's appeal for peace. 

United States prepares to act In Mexi- 
co, Ignoring Carranza. Will Issue warn- 
ing for all factions to cease strife. 

Lloyd George, British minister of muni 
tlons, announces that 345 plants have 
been declared "controlled establishments" 
under the munitions of war act. 

. New president of Haiti Is elected by 
national assembly but United States will 
retain control until order Is restored. 

Allies give Du Fonts order for $70,000, 
000 worth of powder. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13. 

Russians report having repulsed German 
fleet at Oesal. Activity of German fleet 
in Baltic is increasing. 

Propose $500,000,000 credit for Entente 
powers in United States. 

Claimed that large bodies of revolution* 
axy troops In Mexico have surrendered to 
Carraui'- on account of rumors of possible 
by United States. 

Strike of 1,500 transfer drivers and 
chauffeurs starts at St. Louis, Mo. 



because there will then be enough 
for all, and it will be such a com- 
monplace that no one will remark 
about it. 



THAT PROSPERITY. 

Every time the plutocratic press 
lets out another prosperity howl, 
the Chicago United Charities pro- 
duces a bunch of figures to show 
that there is more unemployment 
and more hunger abroad in the land 
than ever before. 

The prostituted scribblers may 
find this very disconcerting, but 
the only way organized charity can 
raise funds is 'by almost picturing 
conditions as they are. Otherwise 
contributions would not be forth- 
coming. 

On the day that the United States 
government Issued its monthly re- 
port showing that the American far- 
mer this year is raising a boun- 
teous harvest, the Chicago Charity 
Trust declared 15,000 persons, most 
of them women and children, were 
starving in the nation's second city. 
It also declared that it is caring 
for 2,000 more helpless individuals 
now than one year ago. In spite of 
the much advertised "prosperity," 
therefore, conditions are now worse 
than ever. The report, furthermore, 
announces that the coming winter 
will be "a hard one for the poor 
and that more money will be need- 
ed than ever before." 

While the nation's farms have 
yielded up rich harvests, thousands 
are neverthelss doomed to hunger 
and starvation during the coming 
months. And the only remedy of- 
fered by plutocracy is to contribute 
a little more to charity to silence 
the death pangs of the system's 
most unfortunate victims. Too much 
misery might result in a violent re- 
volt. 

The 1,000,000,000 bushels of wheat 
and the 3,000,000,000 bushels of 
corn may rot in the; fields until 
the speculators in food stuffs have 
secured their price. With the war 
raging in Europe, and the battling 
nations willing to pay almost any 
price, the American crops will bring 
good prices — more than most 
American workers can pay. 

Warring Europe feeds its hungry 
In spite of the war. Peaceful Amer- 
ica permits its workers to remain 
id 10 and starving. 

Socialism would put all the idle 
to work in the fields and then there 
would be crops such as the world 
has never seen and no one would go 
hungry. There would be enough 
for all. But the plutes do not like 
that kind of prosperity and the sub- 
sidized press never mentions nor 
liscusses it. To produce enough to 
eed everyone and to see that every- 
e gets all that he produces would 
e the profits out of the capital- 
system and leave it stranded 
and dry on the shores of time, 
be remembered as an awful 
mare as the years pass by. 
dawn of Socialism will drive 
the phantom "prosperity" 
of the falsifying press, be- 
ere will then be real pros- 
he continuous plea for alms 
the charity trusts, because 
then be no need for char- 
the monthly government 
t gloat over harvests that 
gfy the nation's hunger. 



EXPLOITING DOVE OF PEACE. 

Organized labor has made several 
efforts to foster a peace movement. 
One of the most pretentious of 
these is Labor's National Peace 
Council which seems to be the spe- 
cial effort of Rep. Buchanan, demo- 
cratic congressman from Chicago, 
formerly international head of the 
structural iron worker's union. 

Buchanan's organization received 
at least two strenuous rebuffs dur- 
ing the past week. One of these 
came from President Wilson, him- 
self, who declared he had no time 
to discuss peace with a committee 
representing Labor's National Peace 
Council. Buchanan replied that the 
President was no doubt more con- 
cerned about the desires of Big 
Business than he is to discover the 
heartfelt sentiment of the common 
people. 

It Is refreshing to hear from a 
democratic congressman, something 
that we have known right along, that 
the desires of Big Business rule 
supreme with the democratic ad- 
ministration at Washington. With 
the democratic administration's pre- 
paration for war, and with the keen 
desire of Big Business to get into 
the war, our participation in the 
war at an early date is almost as- 
sured. 

It will take more than a person- 
ally conducted peace movement, 
like Buchanan's national council, to 
keep this country out of war. It 
cannot do this even with the sup- 
port of the late Secretary of State, 
William Jennings Bryan, who spoke 
at one of its meetings in New York 
City. 

Buchanan's peace council, exist 
ing as it does mostly on paper, was 
probably neither hurt nor helped 
by the second rebuff, the repudla 
tion of Samuel Gompers, president 
of the American Federation of La 
bor, who declared it to be a pro 
German organization and not re- 
presentative of labor. 

The cause of peace is not advanced 
by individual efforts to exploit the 
dove of peace for political purpos- 
es. Hastily formed peace organiza 
tions, even though subsidized by 
Carnegie's millions, will not stop 
the coming of war when it is de 
sired by the steel trust, the powder 
trust and the other profit hungry 
corporations that grow fat and sleek 
through the shedding of human 
blood. 

The demand for peace must grow 
in the minds of the people. It must 
be desired by the great mass of the 
people so that they will be able to 
resist the false appeal to patriot- 
ism raised by the war breeding 
jingo press; so that they will be 
able to successfully bridge the 
chasm of race and national preju- 
dice that the war profiteers are 
ever seeking to widen. This can 
only be brought about through edu- 
cation. That is the great task to 
which the world-wide Socialist 
movement has dedicated itself. That 
is what the American Socialist 
movement is striving to accomplish. 
And it hope.s to be so successful 
that the breath of war wiJX not he 
able to blow the American people in*- 
to the European hell. 



ing mental slavery that will be im- 
posed upon them by the triple al- 
liance of the reactionary Industrial, 
political and religious forces. .of the 
state, will ultimately result in a 
new revolt. The University of Utah 
today stands as the greatest dis- 
grace in the nation's educational 
system. While the state universl 
ties of Pennsylvania and Colorado 
did not dare discharge more than 
one truth-telling professor, the Uni- 
versity of Utah drove a score of re- 
bels from its class rooms. But the 
great mass of the people of Utah, 
as well as Pennsylvania and Colora 
do, have not yet had their day. 
When they do the ousted professors 
will be restored to their positions 
and intellectual freedom will fin 
ally come into its own. 



This Week's Editorial 
From Socialist Press 



THEY WILL NOT BE GOOD. 

We have just received a copy of 
The Deseret Evening News (Salt 
Lake City, Utah) for July 31. It de- 
votes a page and a half to a dis- 
play of the faces and good qualities 
of the 19 new members of the Uni- 
versity of Utah faculty who have 
been secured to break the strike of 
the 19 professors who quit last 
March, rather than submit to the 
tyrannical edicts of the Big Busi- 
ness interests of the state that dom- 
inate the university. 

The Deseret Evening News, of- 
ficial mouthpiece of the Mormon 
Church, states that, "The 19 per- 
sons who have been chosen for po- 
sitions on the faculty have been 
selected with a great deal of care 
from some 500 applicants." 

The laudable qualities of the ap- 
plicants for positions in the dis- 
credited University of Utah are no 
doubt those demanded of all strike 
breakers. They will not be asked 
to teach what they believe but what 
the industrial "overlords of Utah tell 
them to teach. And this means 
young men and women growing in- 
to manhood and womanhood in 
blind servility to the almighty dol- 
lar. 

It is well to repeat here what 
Harry W. Laidler in his article in 
The American Socialist, July 24, 
said about the oppression that re- 
sulted in the strike at the Utah 
University last March. He wrote: 

"Special privilege, represented in 
the Mormon Church, in its indust- 
rial, religious and political phases, 
had, with other forces, ibeen en- 
deavoring to impose its will on the 
University for the past few years. 
Professors had been admonished 
for analyzing the public utilities 
bill for the state legislature; for 
inaugurating surveys of Utah cities 
which indicated the financial bur- 
den to the workers of supporting 
the Mormon Church; for mentioning 
the name of the Church of England 
too frequently in courses* on the 
development of English literature; 
for privately commenting on the 
intellectual calibre of Mormon wo- 
men present at local dances; for 
criticising the artistic effects of the 
appearance of a cuspidor on Brig- 
ham Young's portrait; for permit- 
ting democratic attacks on the sen- 
ior senator from Utah to appear in 
the Educational Review and for 
failure to conform generally with 
the teachings of the all inclusive 
special interest of Utah." 

The strike at the University of 
Utah seems to have been broken just 
as the strikes of the coal miners 
in the neighboring state of Colora- 
do have resulted in temporary vict- 
ory for the masters. But the Colo- 
rado coal diggers, after a period of 
recuperation, have always returned 
to do battle with the powers oppres- 
sing them. So it will be with the 
"black coated proletariat'' at the 
University of .Utah, They may be 
"good" for a time. But the grind- 



RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. 
(From The Cleveland Citizen.) 

• The bitter religious controversy 
that has been precipitated into the 
political arena, particularly in the 
West, and which has gradually 
spread Eastward, appears to have 

reached such an acute stage at 
some points that party lines and 
organizations are being obliterated 
and old-time political leaders are 
at a loss how to comlbat the move- 
ment and at the same time retain 
their grip on the machinery. In 
Buffalo, recently, a large number 
of prominent Catholics and Protes- 
ants issued |n appeal in the daily 
newspapers for tolerance and fair 
dealing on the part of citizens re- 
garding political matters. They ask 
that men and measures be consider- 
ed on their merits, rather than per- 
mit religious differences to sway 
their judgment. Whether or not 
such joint appeals will have any 
effect on the new class of politi- 
cians who have bobbed up during 
the last couple of years, and who 
hope to gain prestige and power 
by playing upon the religious pas- 
sions of voters, only time will tell. 
Certain it is that the big interests, 
which fear the injection of econom- 
ic problems into the political field, 
will, as a rule, do nothing to dis- 
courage the buzzing of the religious 
"bug." Nothing pleases them more 
than to have the working people di- 
vided on racial and religious lines, 
for when they are fighting among 
themselves unity is out of the ques- 
tion and little progress can be made 
to improve living conditions for the 
toilers. The success of the Steel 
Trust, Meat Trust and other comb- 
ines in preventing organization and 
keeping their workers on an econ- 
omic level worse than slavery has 
been largely due to their ability to 
pit the Americans against the for- 
eigners and the latter against each 
other. In large plants in the Pitts- 
burg region, Chicago and elsewhere 
the racial and religious rivalries 
and hatreds that have been engend- 
ered by straw-bosses would shame 
the most brutal overseers during 
slavery times. The result is seen 
in: the enormousrforturxes that have 
-been piled up in a brief lifetime by a 
few thousand plutocrats" on" the one 
hand and on the other the cruel 
poverty that exists among the mil- 
lions of workers in the trust shamb- 
les. The fact cannot be denied that 
certain meddling clergymen are 
partly responsible for the present 
deplorable situation. In numerous 
strikes and subsequent investiga- 
tions the fingers of impertinent 
pulpiteers have been seen manipul- 
ating against the workers. Pro- 
gressive laboring people cannot do 
otherwise than frown upon all at- 
tempts to becloud present day eco- 
nomic and political problems by the 
raising of racial and religious hat- 
reds. 



0R6ANIZE FOR 1916 FUND 



This week the "Organise For 1916"* 
fund passes the $1,000 mark. The total 
shown this week, up to the end of August 
IS, is »1,128.7B. The contributors this 
week are as follows: 

ORGANIZATION FUND. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $5: Looal De- 
troit, Mich. ; Finnish Br. New York 
City; West Hudson, Lettish Br., Arling- 
ton, N. J. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $10: 28fd, 
24th and 26th Wards, Propaganda Comm., 
N. S. Pittsburg, Pa. 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS':! 
Collected by H. E. Halvorsen, Lake 
Mills, la., $1.50; Lithuanian Mass Meet- 
ing, Chicago, 111., $9.70; Jos. Jauch, Cle- 
veland, Ohio. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $1: Kullman 
Hy, St. Louis, Mo.; Collected by Wm. 
F. Euler, Meadville, Pa. ; Local Burbank, 
Fla. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $2: Local Clay- 
ton, New Mexico; Lithuanian Local Mo. 
138, Cicero, 111. ; Local Br. No. 1, Brod- 
head, Wise. ; Local Dawson, Minn. ; 
Branch East River, N. Y. ; Finnish Lo- 
cal, Carbondale, Wash.; Slovak Br. Daisy- 
town, Pa.; Local Durant, Okla. ; 12th 
Ward Branch, Milwaukee, Wis. ; Local 
Richmond, Va.;. W. Cope, Owosso, Mich.; 
Local Ruskin, Fla . ; Local Grand Rapids, 
Minn.; Local Philadelphia, Pa.; S. S. 
Osasto, Gloucester, Mass. ; Local David- 
son Co., Nashville, TeJin. ; Local Warren, 
Pa.; Local National Park, N. J.: Local 
Middletown, Conn.; Local Bay City, 
Mich.; Hoboken City Comm. Socialist 
Plartv, N. J.; Medina Local, Wash.; 
Local Albuquerque, N . Me . ; Local Phoe- 
nix, Ariz . ; Gr . Branoh Hartford, Conn. ; 
Gr. Branch Lawrence, Mass.; German Br. 
San Franoisco, Calif.; Gr. Br. Williams- 
bridge, N. Y . ; Lithuanian Br. No. 77, 
Benld, 111.; Local Clearbrook. Wash.; 
Local Fairview, Okla . ; Local Conway 
Springs, Kans. ; Local Ness Co., Kans. ; 
Local Allen, Kans . ; Local Vernon, N. Y. ; 
Local Crested Butte, Oolo. ; Local Esca- 
naba, Mich. ; Br. Atlantic City, N. J.; 
So. Slavic Federation, Springfield, 111.; 
Finnish Looal, Olifford, Wise. ; Local 
Glendale, Ariz . ; Local Norway, Mioh . ; 
Local Palisade, Minn. ; Local New Oastle, 
Ind. ; Bohemian Local, Glen Allen, Va. j 
Local Providence, R . I . ; Branch No. 7, 
Bronx, N. J.; Seneca Br. So. Oil City, 
Pa.; German Br. Toledo, Ohio; German 
Woman's Br. Chicago, 111.; German Br. 
Lakeview, Ohloago, 111.; German Br. No. 
1, Providence, R. I.; N. A. Liader, 
Bowie, Ariz.; Local Sharon, Fa.; Local 
Stillwater, Minn . ; German Branch, Raclme, 
Wis.; Local Madison Anson, Me.; Local 
Gibson Falls, Me. ; Local Grand Forks, 
N . D. ; Local Cincinnati, Ohio ; Lithuan- 
ian Br. No. 170, Chicago, 111.; Local 
Rldgeville, 111 . ; Lyle Fuller, Fond du 
Lac, Wise; Local So. Omaha, Nebr. ; 
Local Horaoe, Kans . ; Tampa Br. Hills- 
boro Local, Fla. ; S. 8. Osasto, Aber- 
deen, Wash.; S. S. Osasto, Iron Junc- 
tion, Minn.; Local Spring Valley, Okla.; 
C. C. O. Local Portland, Ore.; Local 
Westwood, Mass . 

Total to en d of Aug^tSth , $1,128.73. 
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IVES OF RICH MEN 



By JOHN M. WORK 



HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW says in his poem, "The Psalm 
of Life: 

"Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time." 

•> 

This statement Is true, provided we are very careful as to what men 
we call great - 

There are many good people who think that a rich man is a great man. 

If we grant that rich men are great men, then Longfellow's statement 
no longer holds good, for a careful study of the lives of rich men does not 
reveal noble traits of character, but quite the opposite. 



OF COURSE there are no doubt a few exceptions to prove the rule, 
but the fact Is that as a general thing the rich people of the United States 
are not only the most igreedy, but also the most vulgar people in the 
country. The lives which may of them live are such that no person of 
average decency can respect them, By being rich, they not only rob the 
rest of the people of their just due, but they also rob themselves of the 
opportunity to be decent 

Their selfish appropriation of the wealth of the nation not only results 
in. their own undoing, but it also results in the physical, mental, moral, 
and spiritual starvation of millions of others. It results in a carnival of 
death. 

If we decide for ourselves who the great men are, we cannot take any 
exceptions to Longfellow's statement, other than that we ought to try to 
leave footprints In the rocks, rather than the sands, of time. Footprints 
in the sand are quickly and easily obliterated. 



BUT, FOR the benefit of those who believe that rich men are great 
men, I rise to move the adoption of the following as a variation of the 
stanza: 

Lives of rich men all remind us 
We should shun the reek of slime. 
Not, departing, leave behind us 
Bloodstains on the sands of time. 



THE WORLD OF LABOR 

By MAX S. HAYES 
Five more miners' officials are 
compelled to fight for their lives 
against the Rockefeller prosecu- 
tion. They are Edward L. Doyle, 
secretary-treasurer of the Colorado 
district U. M. W.; W. T. Hickey, 
secretary of the Colorado State Fed- 
eration of Labor, and J. O'Connor, 
F. J. Potestio and J. Cassady, lo- 
cal union officials. The defense 
sought to quash the murder indict- 
ments on the claim that Prosecut- 
ing Attorney Fleming was a mine 
operators' lawyer and was illegally 
appointed to Succeed Carlson, the 
present Governor of Colorado. Judge 
Graham refused the plea. Horace 
N. Hawkins, chief cousel for John 
R. Lawson, issued a public state- 
ment in Denver In which he attack- 
ed Judge Hillyer for refusing to 
postpone the sentencing of Lawson 
to permit him to appear In court 
with his clients Hawkins was be- 
fore the State Supreme Court on 
the day Lawson was sentenced (that 
body having set the date) contest- 
ing the right of Hillyer to pass 
upon the case at all and to secure 
an order restraining him from try- 
ing further cases of miners. Haw- 
kins also calls attention to the af- 
fidavits made by jurors showing the 
corrupt and coercive methods that 
were used to obtain Lawson's con- 
viction. Colorado justice has be- 
come so rotten, thanks to Rockefel- 
lerism, that even some" of the hencp 
men who are part of the machine, 
are being sickened by the stinking 
mess. Several have declare^ in 
public addresses and interviews that 
the cases against the miners ought 
to be dropped, that the State is 
gaining an unenviaible reputation, 
and that that pious champion of 
righteousness, John D. Rockefeller, 
jr., cannot know what is being done 
or he would not allow it. Truly, as 
was proven by himself on the wit- 
ness stand before the Federal Com- 
mission on Industrial Relations. 
Young John Is a very ignorant man 
when he wants to be. 



The most unusual things are 
sometimes likely to happen in the 
most unexpected places. Thus, a 
committee in the New York Consti- 
tutional Convention, which every- 
body admits is in the hands of the 
worst bunch of reactionists that ever 
assembled under one roof, actually 
agr<Jp to favorably report a pro- 
position empowering the Legislature 
to enact laws establishing a living 
wage. The same committee refused 
to sanction a scheme permitting 
cOnvict-made goods to be sold in 
open market. On the other hand, 
Boss Barnes, at least temporarily 
scuttled a proposal to establish the 
initiative and referendum, declaring 
that "the majority had no right to 
impose unjust burdens upon the 
minority in a democracy," but, of 
course, a minority has the right to 
impose unjust burdens on a major- 
ity, and also shut off the means to 
secure redress. Barnes also se- 
cured a favorable committee re- 
port permitting the Legislature to 
grant franchises up to 500 years, 
and a lot of similar stuff. Elihu 
Root, that grand man who may be 
a Presidential candidate, also made 
a speech In which he declared that 
invisible government" is at an 
end, the while rolling his eyes heav- 
enward and never cracking a 
smile. 



Although one of the causes that 
led up to the great Colorado strike 
was that of deliberate "shortweigh- 
ing" coal, which swindling methods 
the companies promised to cease, 
the thieving appears to be going on 
just the same. Investigations by 
the Colorado Industrial Commission 
again call attention to the prac- 
tice of "shortweighing" miners. At 
one mine the commission found that 
workers were robbed of from 500 to 
nearly 1,000 pounds of coal during 
the first two weeks in June. This 
amounted to a clear wage reduc- 
tion of $13 a month. The only man- 
ner in which those rich thieves can 
be choked off Is to arrest and con- 
vict them for stealing or have the 
State take possession of the mines 
and operate them. But neither plans 
will be adopted, for the mine oper- 
ators own the politicians and con- 
trol the political machinery of the 
State. 

It seems Mr. Rockefeller, Rex., has 
moved himself from his country pri- 
son to his city bastile, to protect 
himself from the "mob" he imagine^ 
he has provoked to want to do things 
to aba. 



When war needs a man's life, it 
takes it, summarily and without 
compensation. When it requires 
men's liberties, it abolishes them, 
without recourse. If it needs a 
man's house, it quarters its soldiers 
therein, without permission or pay- 
ment. It batters down cities, de- 
molishes cathedrals, and devastates 
fields, without hesitation or consi- 
deration. Life, liberty, property, 
family — these cease to exist as 
rights. War takes what it will; the 
loss is immediate and total, and falls 
wholly on the possessors. 

But when war wants money, it 
must pay to the uttermost farthing. 
He who gives life to war, loses it. 
But he who gives money to war 
must lose nothing. He gives it only 
if he chooses, and then only on the 
guarantee that he and his children 
after him shall be paid interest in 
full and principal in full. On those 
who have lost everything else in 
war, and their successors forever, is 
laid the burden of seeing that those 
who have given money to war shall 
share none of the losses. 

Would it not be granting rights 
enough to capital if it were merely 
granted equal rights with every- 
thing else — if capital were merely 
made exactly as sacred and inviol- 
able 4s life, liberty, ' filial and pat- 
ernal duty, and the other foundations 
of human existence? It would be 
perfectly workable. If a nation at 
war needed capital, let it simply 
take it, by force, from whoever had 
it. That is the way it gets men. Is 
it any more ruthless to separate the 
banker from his funds than to sep- 
arate the husband from his wife, 
the father from his children, the 
workman from his occupation, the 
family from its home. War justi- 
fies this course toward everything 
else — why not toward capital? 

This course would, to be sure, 
make war unpopular with the ruling 
classes, and therefore improbable. 
But is that any disadvantage? War 
is unpopular with women, now, but 
they are powerless to prevent it. 
It is unpopular with workingmen 
now, but they are helpless to stop 
it. If capital ran the same risks in 
war that life and liberty do, it would 
be unpopular with capitalists also 
— and the masters of capital have 
voice and power. They have no 
just right to complain if their inter- 
ests are treated exactly like every 
other interest or right. If they were 
so treated, the capital for necessary 
wars could be obtained just as the 
men are obtained — by impress- 
ment But unnecessary wars would 
become exceedingly improbable. — 
FRESNO, CALIF., REPUBLICAN. 

The Socialist's claim that public 

work ean be done better and cheap- 
er by workers hired directly by the 
city than by the contract' method 
has been upheld in a communication 
from the superintendent of streets of 
Milwaukee, strange as it may seem. 
The letter was in reply to an in- 
quiry from Councilman StrehloW, 
Socialist, asking that the Board of 
Public Service investigate the ad- 
visability of replacing all condemn- 
ed sidewalks by city labor without 
the intervention of contracts. The 
superintendent states that his de- 
partment is now having all such 
work done directly instead of let- 
ting it out to contractors. It has 
been found that the work can be 
done better and cheaper by using 
labor employed directly by the city 
than when it is done by contract. 
Still the Milwaukee city admini- 
stration continues to fight the So- 
cialists — and then steals their thun- 
der. 

Socialist Assemblyman W. L. 

Smith spiked a bill in the Wisconsin 
assembly aimed at labor, which 
provided as a qualification for mem- 
bership on a county board that a 
man must be a property owner in 
the district from which he was sel- 
ected for at least two years before 
being elected. The passage of the 
bill would have established a pro- 
perty qualification for holding of- 
fice, and is thought to have been 
aimed particularly at members of 
the Socialist Party. 

J. L. Fitts, one of the best organ- 
izers in the Socialist movement, is 
working in North Carolina under 
the state office, and all those will- 
ing to help in the effort to organ- 
ize this state for 1916 shoul<I write 
to the State Secretary, B. T. Tiller* 
AaheviUa. K Q - \ 




A WRONG CHOICE 
OF ANCESTORS 

By FRANK MacDONALD 



I doubt If there Is any' phase of 
the war which makes me more than 
ever opposed to militarism than the 
"industrial problems" about which 
the statesmen glibly talk. It is 
especially so in the case of Eng- 
land, the first capitalist nation, the 
one which has behind her as inher- 
itance seven generations of capital- 
ist exploiters and which brought 
imperialistic militarism to such per- 
fection that she controls, either as 
colonies or as financial dependencies, 
much of the world. 

If there is any Socialist who is 
puzzled as to England's Workshop 
difficulties they should turn back 
and consider in the light of present 
developments the chapter on the 
"The Working Day" in Karl Marx's 
Capital, or reread "The Condition 
of th#Working Class in England in 
1844," by Frederick Engels. Here 
you will find more clearly than any- 
where else the explanation of why 
the English toilers cannot be whip- 
ped on to greater speed in produc- 
tion, why ammunition-making has 
lagged, and why they do not put 
forth that gigantic effort for the 
Motherland that posters, authors 
and statesmen are calling on them 
to extort 

Their ancestors will not permit 

it. 

There are in some working class 
districts representatives of the 
eighth and ninth generation of 
starved workers. They have ruth- 
lessly 'been fitted to that pace in 
production that capitalism previous- 
ly demanded, and they were fed to 
the point where they could main- 
tain that pace. Now, In the emer- 
gency, the vitality necessary to 
accelerated production is lacking. 



WHILE ENGLAND was produc- 
ing an aristocracy and upper middle 
class that had* Macauley's ideal of 
culture, "the ability to read Plato 
in the original with your feet on the 
fender," while she was producing 
the suavest, and therefore the most 
cunning, of all diplomats, she was 
likewise with relentless skill pro- 
ducing a working class marvelouBly 
adapted to the ends of capitalism, 
and no other. The pick of the work- 
ing class pf the four countries went 
into the army and the navy, and 
history shows how well they served. 
But there was likewise a ruined 
agricultural population, most of 
them knowing that after sixty years 
of age their only refuge would be 
the poorhouse. There were the un- 
derfed factory workers and the great 
army of most 'umble, half-fed, but 
skilled clerks. 

English literature for the last 
century is full of the misery and 
debasement of these men and wo- 
men who made England's commer- 
cial glory. The novels of Mrs. Gas- 
kell, Charles Reade, the Alton Lock, 
of Kingsley, in Dickens to a less 
extent and the whole of the Chartist 
literature show how complete the 
submersion had been. 

Not all the workers in England 
are the genial, rough-neck, humor- 
ous, roisterous which figure in Jac- 
obs, Arthur Morrison, Neil Lyons 
and the files of Punch. There are 
the voiceless, laughless, hungry 
workers behind them, and it is to 
these that the appeal to save Eng- 
land by working harder is being 
made. 

I have instanced England because 
she has brought to full flower mod- 
ern capitalist production. She has 
the resources in capital, built up by 
robbed and long dead and forgot- 
ten tollers, to command the labor 
power of other countries. But the 
cry being made In England itself, 
and the causes of that cry should 
warn us here in America 'before we, 
too, have reached that stage of cap- 
italist development. Owing to our 
greater natural resources, and to 
the vast waste and slovenliness of 
our manner of production, we have 
not yet reached it 



WE HAVE our mill towns, child 
labor, woman labor, the long work- 
day, miserable pay, intensified pro- 
duction. We have not as yet car- 
ried that as far as it will go. There 
are not behind us, as in the case of 
England, quite so many over- 
worked and under-fed ancestors. 
But we are headed along that road 
and we will travel it to the end if 
our militarists prevail. 

The New York Times, our lead- 
ing Tory paper, recently said in its 
customary tone of bland urbanity— 
"If it ever should appear that the 
fate of ideals of government com- 
mon to England and this country 
were dependent upon the success of 
a British loan here, fountains of 
wealth would be tapped which now 
are sealed through doubt of any such 
necessity being possible." 

The fountains of wealth, by tne 
way, would be used to command 
American labor power. England's 
ideals of commerce are represented 
in the weakened working class as 
well as in the Bank of England, but 
it is not for the working class the 
Times speaks, but for the Bank of 
England. 

Just now there Is one fight we 
must make all along the line, that 
is against war and against a big 
army equipped with munitions furn- 
ished by private plants. I believe 
the fight should be pushed in every 
way and from every platform, and 
it is for thaifreason that I am heart- 
ily in favor of the Socialists, as So- 
cialists, participating in the La'bor 
Day demonstration to be held in 
Chicago by the Friends of Peace. 

It does no good merely to talk 
our Socialist peace program to one 
another. We can do that until our 
voices .rasp and our eardrums are 
numbed. But the Socialist peace 
program, presented to such a gather- 
ing as will assemble in Chicago can- 
not help but forward the cause of 
peace and that is what we seek at 
the present time. 
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THE ADVENTURESOF HENRY DUBB \ 

Famous Cartoon Book 
By R yan W alker 

MAKES YOU LAUGH! 
MAKES YOU THINK! 

This book has always sold for 25 cents. 
We have a few hundred copies left which we are selling 
out for 

10 Gents Per Gopy Prepaid 

100 copies $6.00 prepaid 12 copies 75 cents k 

This book will not be re-printed. If you want a copy K 

buy one now. Send either coin or postage. 

SPECIAL : One copy free with a club of 4 subscribers 

to The American Socialist at 25 cents each. 

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, III. 



"Splendid! Splendid! 
Beyond Compare!" 



This is what Comrade I. L. BURGESS OF NEWPORT 
NEWS, VA., has to say about "LABOR IN POLITICS," 
Robert Hunter's incomparable book. 

He is not the only one who feels enthusiastic after read- 
ing the work. 

JAMES O'NEAL, State Secretary of Massachusetts, au- 
thor of "Workers in American History" and other books and 
pamphlets writes: 

"I have Just finished Robert Hunter's new book, — LABOR IN 
POLITICS, and I am glad to say that in my judgment. It is one of 
the most important and valuable books that our movement has 
produced." 

ALGERNON LEE, author, editor, and director of the 
Rand School says : 

"I most heartily congratulate the National Office on having 
published this book. It fills a very real need in our party liter- 
ature. It has a two fold ude — on the one hand our own comrades 
may well give it careful study in order to get a sound under- 
standing of the relations between the political and the industrial 
movement of the workers In the United States. On the other 
hand, it is Just the thing to" offer to any thoughtful young union- 
ist who has not yet been convinced of the Socialist position." 

Do not deprive yourself any longer of the pleasure of 
reading this book if you have not yet ordered your copy. 

Do not deprive your fellow-workingmen of the benefit 
they may derive from this book by not selling or giving them 
a copy. 

100 copies $15.00 express collect 
10 copies 2.00 express collect 
1 copy 25 cents, prepaid. 

NOTICE : — To anyone' who buys four sub-cards or gets 
four subscriptions to THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST we 
shall send a free copy. 

National Office Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison Street :: Chicago, 111. 



YOUR LAST CHANCE 



H 



OW WOULD YOU like to own a book on Socialism on 
which MORE THAN A HUNDRED OF THE BEST 
SOCIALIST WRITERS, and some of the greatest authorities 
on political economy in the world, had collaborated? 

How would you like to own a book on Socialism, which is 
the JOINT PRODUCT OF THE GENIUS of such famous 
Socialists as Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Wilhelm Lieb- 
knecht, August Bebel, Eugene Debs, Victor Berger, Chas. Ed- 
ward Russell, Morris Hillquit, John Spargo, A. M. Simons, 
Carl D. Thompson, Robt. Hunter, Geo. R. Kirkpatrick, Emil 
Seidel, Allan L. Benson and many others,— 'besides containing 
contributions from such world renowned authorities as Pro- 
fessor Chas. Van Hise of the University of Wisconsin, Profes- 
sor Scott Nearing of the University of Pennsylvania, Professor 
David Starr Jordan of Stanford University, John Moody of 
Moody's Magazine— all bolstering up the cause of Socialism? 

How would you like to own a reference book on Social- 
ism which combines the very best there is to be found in such 
famous reference books as THE WORLD ALMANAC, THE 
CO-OPERATIVE YEAR BOOK, THE YEAR BOOK OF 
THE INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY OF ENGLAND, 
ETC ? 

AND WHAT WOULD YOU THINK IF YOU COULD 
OBTAIN SUCH A BOOK, POSTAGE PREPAID, BOUND 
IN FLEXIBLE CLOTH FOR 25 CENTS? 

The book we are speaking of is THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK. 

Some Socialists imagine that THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK is merely a campaign document now out-of-date. 

It is nothing of the kind. THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK was compiled for the purpose of enabling Socialists' 
who do not have the time and the opportunity to wade 
through hundreds of volumes of Socialist books and through 
bulky government reports and statistics to have the BEST, 
the most UP-TO-DATE references and arguments at hand 
when they wish to talk Socialism. The fact a campaign was 
on, made such a book especially necessary, and we named it, 
therefore, THE 1914 CAMPAIGN BOOK. 

The information contained in the book is just as import- 
ant today, as it was a year ago. In fact, not until a new census 
is taken, which will not be until 1920, will the statistics con- 
tained in the 1914 CAMPAIGN BOOK be out of date. \ 

This book for which libraries and universities all over the 
country have written, and which Republican and Democratic 
Congressmen have eagerly bought, has hitherto sold for 
50 cents. 

We are closing out all that are left at 

25 GENTS PER COPY 

The book contains 350 pages and is bound in durable, 
flexible cloth. This is your -tast chance 1 

SPECIAL: One copy FREE with a club of 12 subscrib- 
ers to The American Socialist at 25 cents each. 

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY. 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 
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official BUSINESS. 
NATIONAL RBFERENDUMS. 
By Local Cincinnati, Ohio. 
That Article X of the National Oonsti- 
tion (providing for conventions) for 
H6 be stricken out. 

That the National Executive Committee 
; authorized to draft platform (National 
latfora) for 1910, and submit same to 
membership for referendum vote. 

That the National Campaign Committee 
>t the 1016 campaign be elected by the 
iferendum vote of the membership. 
COMMENT. 

We present these amendments to you 
rr seconds, because we consider that the 
itlmated cost made by National Score- 
try. Lanferslek for holding a National 
onvention is an unnecessary and extra- 
igsnt expenditure. The $35,000 which 
ould be spent in this way can in our 
pinion be used for education and organ- 
ation work. 

Especially at this time when money Is 
urd-earned and comrades are suffering 
rom actual need of life's necessities, we 
hould hesitate to squander their money 
i wasteful manner, when all the business 
f the convention can be carried on as 
bove, thus reducing the cost. 

Please hurry your seconds as time ia 
hert. 

160 members in good standing. 
Published for seconds, August 91, 1915. 

By Mount Angeles, Wash. 

That the Woman 1 a Committee be ebol- 
ihed and the National Constitution be so 
mended that at least one-half of the Na- 
ienel Committee and the National Exe- 
utive Committee be composed of women. 

. Comment. 

Being equally represented, will interest 
nore women than by any other means. 

7 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, August 21, 1915. 

BY LOCAL GOODING, IDAHO. 

That the following be added to the 
iletferm of the National Socialist Party: 

We demand that the constitution of the 
United States shall be amended as fol- 
ows: 

The power to declare war against a na- 
tion that has not attacked the United 
States of America shall rest solely in the 
people, to be exercised by them only on 
iireet ballot. The power to resist attack 
ihall remain and be in the hands of the 
President and the Congress, and shall be 
exercised without resort to special au- 
thority from the people. This nation 
shall not be regarded as having been at- 
tacked, however, within the meaning of 
this constitution, unless it shall have been 
invaded by an armed force or otherwise 
sttacked in force in such manner as 
plainly to indicate the intent of the as- 
sailant to begin war. Unfriendly acts 
short of actual acts of war ahall not be 
deemed sufficient to authorise the mak- 
ing of war by the United States without 
direct vote by the people. Nothing here- 
in stated, however, shall be construed as 
any limitation upon the power of Congress 
and the President to prepare for emergen- 
cies by making such preparations aa they 
may deem necessary for the defense of the 
nation. 

Congress, by a majority vote of the 
membership of each house, shall have the 
power to propose war. War having been 
thus proposed, an election ahall be held 
tn not less than sixty days from the date 
of the proposal, nor later than six months 
therefrom to determine whether war shall 
oe uooiSTEtr. — coTTgrere- sirair ftx—tlw— *sy • 
of election, which shall be the same 
throughout the United States. All male 
and female citizens more than -eighteen 
yean of age shall be deemed qualified to 
vote upon the proposal to declare war, 
and the" ballot shall consist of a slip of 
paper upon which shall be printed the 
question: 

"Shall the United States declare war 

No 

against (naming the nation) 

Tea." 

Each elector shall sign his or her name 
opposite the word indicating hia or her 
choice. 

In each precinct or polling plaoe an ac- 
curate record shall be kept of the num- 
erical order in which the electors exer- 
cised the right of franchise. In the event 
of a majority of the legally qualified elect- 
ors of the United States voting to declare 
War, the President, as commander-in-chief 
of the army and navy shall prooeed to 
make war. But he shall not be authorized 
to call upon any elector who voted against 
war to perform military services until 
every male elector who voted for war 
shall have been mustered into service, 
sent to the front and the resultant army 

S roved insufficient. In the event of a 
eclaration of war, the men voting for 
such declaration shall be enrolled into the 
army in the order in which they cast 
their ballots. Men who vote against war 
shall be mustered into military service, if 
at all, in the reverse of the order in whioh 
they cast their ballots: Failure to vote 
shall be construed as a vote against war, 
but in the event of war, those who- failed 
to vote shall be mustered in before any- 



one who voted against war sharl he com- 
pelled to serve, compulsory service in thie 
case being determined by lot. 

Women who vote for war ahall not be 
required to perform military duty unless 
the votes cast by men for war would have 
been insufficient to bring war without 
the votes of women, in which event the 
women voting for war shall be sent to 
the front in the order in which they ap- 
peared at the ballot boxea. But in no 
event ahall any woman who voted against 
war be compelled to perform military duty. 

Every writer, public speaker and public 
official who shall advocate war shall, 
forthwith upon such advocacy, notify the 
President thereof, conviction of failure to 
do so being punishable by imprisonment 
for not lest than five years nor more than 
ten. In the event of war following such 
advocacy within five years, such persons 
shall be required to go to the front as 
common soldiers and remain in the thick of 
the fight until the end of the war, unless 
sooner killed or incapacitated by wounds. 
If wounded, such persons, upon recovery, 
shall be sent back to the front if the war 
be still in progress. 

The power to formulate and execute 
foreign policies shall be held and exer- 
cised only by the congress. Each house 
of congress shall elect such equal number 
of members as they may mutually agree 
upon to membership upon a joint com- 
mittee of foreign relations. Congress, in 
joint session, shall elect the chairman of 
this committee, who may or may not be 
a member of congress. The chairman of 
this committee shall rank as the head of 
the Department of State. In routine and 
minor matters he shall have such dis- 
cretion as congress may deem wise to 
give him, but In other matters he shall act 
only upon the initiative of congress as 
expressed directly or through the joint 
committee on foreign relations. 

Not later than the close of each busi- 
ness day, it shall be the duty of the chair- 
man of this committee to furnish represen- 
tatives of the press with complete and ac- 
curate copies of (1) all dispatches sent 
during the day to representatives of for- 
eign nations, (3) to all Amerlean ambas- 
sadors, miniates* and consuls and (8) 
from representatives of foreign govern- 
ments. It shall be unlawful to send verbal 
measages, or to direct messages to any 
Other than the persons for whom they are 
actually intended. Any evasion of these 
provisions, either by trick or device, or by 
failure to publish a message the same day 
it is sent shall be deemed sufficient justi- 
fication for the impeachment and removal 
from office of the chairman of the com- 
mittee on foreign relations and his in- 
dictment upon a charge of felony, upon 
conviction of which he shall be imprisoned 
in a federal prison for not less than one 
year nor more than five years. 
19 members in good standing. 
Published for seconds, August 31, 1915. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Comment on N. 0. Motion No. 16, by 
LeSueur, appealing from the- action of the 
National Executive Committee on request 
submitted by Meyer London referring to 
the peace proposals of the German oom- 
rades. 

SEIDEL: Shall not vote. The more 
we attempt to straighten out the Euro- 
pean tangle, the deeper we ourselves be- 
oome involved as can be seen from the Le 
Sueur comment and the Goebel communi- 
cation replying thereto. Moreover the 
longer time will it require for our party 
to convalesce. I know of no thoughtful 
Socialist who is not deeply wounded by 
this tragedy. Disturbing the healing pro- 
cesses which are already at work can 
only cause renewed pain. I can think 
of but one thine to do tn this trying hour 
and that is: choke down our bitterness, 
roll up our sleeves and 'ORGANIZE FOB 
1916 V' 

WARNOCK: I vote NO on Motion No. 
16 because I am opposed to any action 
on our part that could be construed as 
favoring the comrades of one .European 
country against those of any other. 

If we aot wisely we can be of great 
servloe in , forming the new International. 
The present war being the rational result 
of an Irrational system, it could not have 
been prevented. To blame the Socialists 
of any one country or all countries for 
not having prevented the war is equal to 
blaming them for not having put an end 
to capitalism. - 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
Chicago, 111., August 10, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to you here- 
with the following motion: 

Executive Committee Motion (J) 
By LeSueur. 
That Eugene v. Debs and George R. 
Rirkpatrick be elected aa representatives 
of the Socialist Party Organisation to 
present to the Friends of Peace Conven- 
tion at Chicago, September 6th, the peace 
program of the Socialist Party together 
with assurances of the Socialist Party 
Organization of our hearty co-operation 
with them in their efforts to eliminate 
the slaughter of war in every form. 

All expenses of these delegates to be 
paid by the National Offloe together with 
$5 per day for the time necessarily de- 
voted in attendance on the meeting and 
coming and returning. 

Comment. 

The above motion is made for the reas- 
on that an opportunity is here presented 
to reach thousands of persons with the 
peace program of the Socialist Party aii3 
to demonstrate to millions of people that 
we are not a narrow sect but are really 
human beings ready to co-operate with 
all who have similar purposes and aims 
with ourselves. This will be demonstrated 
through the means of the monster meet- 
ing which will be held by the Friends of 
Peace, and the publicity which will there- 
by be attained through the capitalist 

Sress. And Comrades Kirkpatrick and 
ebs will meet with a reception at a con- 
vention of this kind that no other mem- 
bers of the Socialist Party could hope' to 
awaken. 



WAR! <~ WAR! 



HE GREAT European War discussed by two of the master 
minds of the Socialist Movement: 

"MAKE AN END OF WAR" 



it 



By WALTER THOMAS MILLS, M. A. 

BIG BUSINESS AND WAR 

By CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL 



1? 



CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL shows the causes that brought 
about this war. 

WALTER THOMAS MILLS shows how future wars may be avoided. 

These two pamphlets BOUND TOGETHER IN ONE COVER are the 
most timely contribution made to Socialist Literature. 

Thoroughly and comprehensively -these two famous writers discuss: 

The Socialist Position on War; 
The Socialist Explanation of War; 
The Socialist Remedy for War. 

No Socialist meeting should be held without this book being offered 
for sale at the meeting. 

.Extraordinary efforts should be made by socialist state and local 
organizations and by individual socialists to bring this book 
before the public. 

100 Copies, Chargss Prepaid, $5,00 
10 Or More Copies, 6 Cents Each 
Sample Copy 10 Cents 

EXTRA— One Copy FREE with a club of Four Subscribers to THE 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 



National Office Socialist Party 



Vote closes August 93, 1915. 

Kindly use the ineloaed voting blank. 

I am Inclosing oopy of communication 
addressed to your committee by Joseph 
V. Stilaon, Translator-Secretary of the 
Lithuanian Federation. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., August 12, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee: 

Dear Comrades: — I have to report as 
follows: 

On Motion (F) by Goebel, submitted 
July 36. Comrade Goebel submits the 
following comment: 

"I have made this motion and vote for 
It with the distinct understanding that the 
National Office ahall be to no expense 
whatever, and that the lists of locals 
shall not be in other hands than the Na- 
tional Office and that it be carried out 
In a way satisfactory to the National Se- 
cretary and Literature Department." 

Vote on Motion (F) : Goebel and Ger- 
mer vote YES. Le8neur votes NO. 
Maurer and Seldel NOT VOTING. NO 
ACTION. 

Upon receipt of the request from Com- 
rade Sinolalr, I sent a list of the state 
secretaries to him with a recommenda- 
tion that he communicate with them di- 
rect. I feel sure that nearly all of the 
secretaries would glsdjy furnish, their lists 
for this purpose. 

On Executive Question (H), submitted 
■July 27, Germer, Maurer and Seidel vote 
YES. Goebel and LeSueur NOT VOTING. 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., August 13, 1015. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to yon here- 
with the following motion: 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MOTION (K) 
By Goebel. 
Amendment to Motion <J) by LeSueur. 

"I move that LeSueur Motion (that 
Eugene V. Debs, and George R. Kirk- 
patrick be elected to represent the So- 
cialist Party Organisation at the Friends 
of Peace Convention In Chicago, Septem- 
ber 6th) be changed to read J. C. Ken- 
nedy, Carl D. Thompson, Victor L. Ber- 
ger, A. M. Simons and Walter Lanfer- 
siek with the understanding that the party 
be at no expense." 

COMMENT. 

LeSueur' s motion involves expense of 
from one hundred to two hundred dollars 
that ia not justified whereas the commit- 
tee I suggest is as representative and will 
cost the party nothing. 

Motion doses August 24h. 

Kindly use the enclosed voting blank. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

ELECTION OF QPABTY OFFICIALS. 

NEW YORK: Louis B. Boudin, 803 
Broadway, New York City, has been el- 
ected National Committeeman to succeed 
U. Solomon, resigned. 

KENTUCKY: By an election lust 
closed, J. L. Stark, 720 South Seventh 
Street, Louisville, Ky., has been elected 
state secretary, and national committee- 



803 W»«t Madison Street 



Chicago, Illinois 



NOTIOB OP EXPULSION. 
Prom the State Committee of Pennsylvania. 

W. 8. G. King has been expelled from 
the Socialist Party. He was a member 
of Crawford County Local, Penneylvsnia. 

WOMAN'S NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 
Chicago, 111., Aug. 10, 1015. 
To the Woman's National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to you here- 
with the following motion: 
Woman's National Committee Motion (0). 
By Malkiel. 
I move the adoption by the Woman's 
National Committee of manuscript of leaf- 
let written by Comrade Stern, to serve as 
one of the two leaflets promised by the 
National Executive Committee, and to be . 
printed In a 250,000 lot as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Oopy of manuscript Inclosed herewith. 
Kindly use the inclosed voting blank. 
Vote closes August 80, 1915. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

BXPIBBD MOTIONS. 
On motion by Hogan in relation to the. 
Los Angeles Resolution, submitted July 
12 and expired Aug. 8, Hogan, Rings- 
dorf and Malkiel vote YES. Reilly and 
Foreman vote NO. Bloor and Connolly 
NOT VOTING. NO ACTION. 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



BULBS FOB THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The national committee of the So- 
cialist Party In providing for an Open 
Forum In The American Socialist 
ruled that: , 

' 'Recommendation No. 6. — An lopen 
forum to contain communications from 

Sarty members or organisations on 
isputed points of party policy, views 
and tactics. No personal attacks or 
abuse or Intemperate language shall 
be allowed. No communication In the 
Open Forum shall exceed 600 words." 

Contributors to this department will 
faclUtato matters considerably by 
carefully observing this rule. 



On motion by Malkiel, proposing an 

endorsement of the Los Angeles Resolu- 
tion, submitted July 14 and Expired Aug. 
5, Reilly, Malkiel and Foreman vote YES. 
Hogan votes NO. Connolly, Ringsdorf 
and Bloor NOT VOTING. NO ACTION. 



At Waterhnry, Conn., the Social- 
ists are going to see whether their 
constitutional right of free speech 
can be set aside by a bunch of lo- 
cal politicians. The authorities an- 
nounced that during the present 
period of "industrial unrest" no 
street speaking would be permitted, 
fearing that the workers might be- 
come seized with the notion to or- 
ganize as they have been doing at 
Bridgeport and other places and de- 
mand more pay in order to meet the 
increased cost of living. The So- 
cialists declare they will be heard, 
and a joint committee from the State 
and local organizations was appoint- 
ed to secure the restoration of the 
right of free speech and public as- 
semblage and bring test cases in the 
courts if necessary. 

As a result of the recent provin- 
cial elections held at Manitoba, Can- 
ada, Socialism will now be repre- 
sented in the provincial parliament 
for the first time. R. A. Rigg was 
elected for North Winnipeg by a 
majority of 218 in a three-cornered 
contest. Rigg, who has a splendid 
record as a strong and courageous 
fighter for the working class, was 
elected to the Winnipeg city council 
in December 1913. As alderman he 
successfully championed the prole- 
tarian cause on many occasions. In 
the provincial parliament he will 
have an exceptional opportunity to 
do big things for his class. 

J. E. Nash, one of the founders 
of the Socialist Party in Minnesota, 
and twice candidate for governor, 
was fatally injured recently hy toe- 
ing thrdwn from his wagon. He 
was 72 years old. He was state sec- 
retary for many years and had 
served his state as delegate to na- 
tional conventions. 



Vorwaerts exhorts schoolmasters 
not to excite the minds of pupils 
against war prisoners. In Dresden, 
it seems, unruly pupils have thrown 
stones at English, French, and Rus- 
sian prisoners engaged in garden* 
ing. 

IS HE CRAZY? 
The owner of a large plantation 
in Mississippi, where the fine figs 
grow, is giving away a few five- 
acre fruit tracts. The only condi- 
tion is that figs be planted. The 
owner wants enough figs raised to 
supply a co-operative canning fact- 
ory. You, can secure five acres and 
an interest in the canning factory by 
writing the Eubank Farms Compa- 
ny, 664 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
They will plant and care for your 
trees for $6 per month. Your profit 
should be $1,000 per year. Some 
think this man is crazy for giving 
away such valuable land, but there 
may be method in his madness. 



MATTER OF IMPORTANCE. — 
I write on what seems to me a mat- 
ter of far-reaching importance to 
the Socialist movement in the United 
States. I understand that a refer- 
endum is being Voted on in Califor- 
nia whether there shall be fusion 
of the Socialist Party in that State 
with a capitalist party. It seems 
to me that the coming year is to be 
in many ways a critical time in the 
history of the Socialist movement. 
In all probability, the people of this 
country will have to vote on the 
question of a new military policy 
next year. It is possible that this 
issue of militarism will be made to 
overshadow all other issues. In 
that event, unless Socialists believe 
that a policy which merely concerns 
this nation as one of the so-called 
great powers is a paramount issue 
to the workers, is it not the business 
of the Socialists of this country to 
do all in their power to defeat this 
attempt of men of the Roosevelt 
type thus' to throw one side the 
infinitely more vital issue of work- 
ing class emancipation? 

If fusion is even an open or de- 
batable question among the Social- 
ists of California, it is equally so 
anywhere else and will be next year 
In the nation. If the Socialists of 
California may unite with a capital- 
ist party for local ends, the Social- 
ists of the nation may unite with a 
national capitalist party — as the 
Social Democrats of Germany have 
done — for national ends. 

If the preservation of the United 
States government by military force 
is admitted by Socialists to be the 
primary or paramount Interest of 
the workers, then the need of a So- 
cialist Party is open to question. 
But if the Socialist movement is 
what Its founders believed, no form 
of government now in existence can 
be recognized by it as necessary to 
the working class or vital to its in- 
terests. 

Will the editor please answer the 
following questions: 

1. Does the Constitution of the 
Socialist Party give to every State 
organization complete autonomy, so 
that it may decide for itself a ques- 
tion of fundamental socialist prin- 
ciple? 

2. Assuming that the national 
organization has the decisive voice 
in matters of vital policy, is there 
any agency by which its decisions 
may be enforced? 

3. Assuming that there is a auch 
an agency, has this agency acted 
promptly, impartially and universal- 
ly whenever any State organization 
has violated the national Constitu- 
tion? 

4. Finally, is there any good 
reason for believing, that influential 
socialists in the party are willing 
to sacrifice principles for votes? 

The preparation of the Socialist 
party for fundamental and effective 
service in the next campaign is first 
and foremost an intellectual and 
moral preparation. The Progressive 
Party secured oyer four million 
votes in 1912 by virtue of a vote- 
getting candidate and a vote-seek- 
ing platform. That party is not 
only dead now, but a stench in the 
nostrils of all self-respecting people 
who have either brains or the vest- 
ige of moral sense. The Socialist 
Party can get along well without a 
vote-getting candidate. It is an 
hypocrisy and a futility without 
commanding and uncompromising 
principles. — WM. THURSTON 
BROWN, Chicago. 



THE FARM AND LAND QUES- 
TION. — In order to get the full 
significance of H. H. Stallard's er- 
ratic effusions on the land question 
published April 24, and that the 
readers of The American Socialist 
may understand his remarkable 
brand of Socialism, the writer will 
give a few choice selections taken 
from his original article first pub- 
lished in the Otter Valley Socialist, 
Snyder, Okla. 

We are told that Socialists have 
said very little on this question, 
that what was said was written from 
a wrong viewpoint. This statement 
shows a very superficial knowledge 
of party history. The facts are that 
the agrarian question has engaged 
the attention and serious thought of 
Socialists wherever party organiza- 
tion existed. Our present farmers' 
program is the result of years of 
deliberation in National and State 
bodies. The writer had the honor 
of serving on the first National 
Farmers' Committee whose function 
was to study and report on the land 
question, also with Comrade Amer- 
lnger and other Comrades in Okla- 
homa years ago. Space will not 
permit •giving this attack on our 
program the criticism it deserves in 
this letter. The writer, however, 
hopes that this industrial crisis, 
which Is coming upon us with such 
cyclonic force, shaking the very 
foundations of capitalism, will 
arouse the workers from their men- 
tal lethargy and to a realization of 
their might that will lead them to 
take a shorter cut to the goal than 
by the taxation route. This leads 
me to the unklndest cuts of all. The 
position taken having all the ear- 
marks of a similar vote catching 
proposition eminating from the same 
mind not so long ago. When we 
were told that our defence of the 
Negro Worklngman's Constitutional 
rights had cost us 10,000 votes, the 
writer's reply at that time was the 
same as in this instance, they were 
well lost, we don't need that kind 
of a vote to win. 

Contradee, we need not come to 
the farnrtr^irtth a Utopian dream of 



a Co-operative Commonwealth. 
Shades of the immortal Marx, what 
next. These latter propositions are 
what gets me, where patience ceases 
to be a virtue, and now for the first 
time take off my hat to the Donks of 
the Oklahoma Legislature, who in 
the ponderosity of their wisdom and 
statesmanship have recently decreed 

that D M is not a cuss word and 

can be used when occasion requires 
It 

The real farmers by the broaden- 
ed vision which Socialism gives are 
fast emancipating themselves fetich 
of land ownership and need no op- 
portunistic sop and while most of 
us have no illusions as to our status 
in the movement (our last percent- 
age of 17 to 61% craftsman and other 
wage workers is on the increase) 
we believe that as the commissary 
or keeper of the bread basket we 
hold a very important strategical 
position and the writer also believes 
that the time predicted by Marx and 
Engels for the establishment of in- 
dustrial (unions) armies is close at 
hand and in the final struggle the 
small farmer and renter will be 
largely in evidence, shoulder to 
shoulder with the proletariat de- 
manding the unconditional surrend- 
er for the Capitalist Class. Yours for 
clean cut straight Socialism, — JOHN 
G. WILLS, Granite, Okla. 



ORGANIZE FOR 1916!— We Com- 
rades are all with you on the party 
slogan. But times are hard for us 
working people. Lots of the "Faith- 
ful" are lapsing on their dues, and 
we are losing their active support 
in the Party, through inability to 
keep paid up, even at this critical 
stage of the Party's existence. 

The truths of socialism were never 
more potent than right now. Is our 
present organization and are our 
present methods at fault? In view 
of the Justness of our cause and the 
absolute truths we stand for, we 
should be growing In Party Mem- 
bership by leaps and bounds, during 
this depression, and instead we are 
losing our faithful standby Com- 
rades. 

Our methods are surely at fault. 
In order to "Organize for 1916" we 
have absolutely GOT TO GET BUSY 
and revise our duespaying system. 

We must reduce the dues to $1.50 
per year. Give the National Office 
one third, the state organizations 
one third, and the comrade one 
third in the form of a year's sub to 
The American Socialist. 

Let the locals care for their own 
financial problems. Stop issuing 
dues stamps, and issue only dues 
cards good for one year's Party Dues 
in full. 

We hustlers are tired of convert- 
ing men and getting their party 
pledges signed, when their dues are 
going to lapse, and we are thus go- 
ing to lose our efforts. When we 
can be dead sure of holding the re- 



cruit one year, and that he will read 
the Paper during this interval, we 
will be making real socialists, and 
never, until we adopt this plan can 
we expect to get ahead. 

We brag of the Million votes we 
cast in 1912, with only a handful of 
paid up Bona fide party members. 
Get busy and put this change, in 
dues paying methods in operation, 
and we will give you a half million 
paying members next year, and a 
circulation of The American Social- 
ist equal to the Membership. 

The change will boost, not de- 
press the Party's finances. It will 
boost the Party's enthusiasm, power 
and prestige, it will boost the work- 
ers into power, and will also boost 
the Capitalist System into the Junk- 
pile. 

For the sake of the Cause, let's 
try it! — V. D. EDDY, Green Cove 
Springs, Fla. 



THE JITNEY FIGHT IN FORT 
SMITH. — The jitney fight, as The 
American Socialist said in a recent 
issue, is nationwide. Its violence 
In each locality is more or less a 
matter of the locality's character as 
a capitalist stronghold, or a city 
where the masses rule. 

In Fort Smith, Ark., the fight Is 
very bitter, the traction company, 
the bank and trust companies and 
the Chancery court being in the 
midst of one of the most gigantic 
exploitations of modern times. 

The people are being looted of 
millions to pave acres and acres of 
unsettled country property, the as- 
sessment of the city property has 
been raised from $5,000,000 to over 
$16,000,000 without a cent Increase 
in values, within the last three 
years. 

The city's per capita tax ia $27.73. 

There are thousands of dollars 
worth of the city's Improvement 
bonds lying in the strong boxes of 
some of the "Interests" on which 
the poor are paying out their child- 
ren's means of support to meet the 
interest that have never even been 
sold. 

It is very disheartening as busi- 
ness is very bad, but it shows the 
hand writing on the wall for the 
brutal ministry of public affairs 
that has brought it a/bout, it spells 
final doom for the corporations! 

Times are so dull here that the 
business men are organized to take 
turns on the street soliciting funds 
to advertise the communal resources 
to bring in outside trade which they 
say is the only hope for the city's 
existence! Let us hope! — JES- 
SAMINE S. FISHBACK, Fort Smith, 
Ark. 



THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND 
THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. — May I, 
as Chairman of the Committee elect- 
ed to report on the Liquor Traffic 
and the attitude of the Socialist 
Party thereto at the next National 
Convention, request all those Com- 
rades and sympathizers who have 
suggestions to make to the commit- 



tee to forward them to me at the 
earliest possible date? 

Reliable Information upon any 
phase of the question will be most 
cordially received and carefully 
considered by the committee. Com- 
rades having pamphlets, books, re- 
ports, etc., containing precise and 
reliable information likely to be of 
servloe to the committee are urged 
to place them at our disposal. When 
requested, all such Items will be 
carefully returned to the owners; 
otherwise, they will be turned over 
to the Party's Information depart- 
ment — JOHN SPARGO, Old Ben- 
nington, Vermont. * 



The" reactionary Conservative 
government in New Zealand, head- 
ed by Premier Massey, is having 
rough sledding at present. The 
government controls 40 votes in 
Parliament and the opposition 39. 
The latter is composed of some 
real LiberalB and Labor and Social- 
ist members. There is a colored 
member (a Maori) who was elected 
as a governmental supporter, but 
he has broad sympathies with the 
opposition, and, as he controls the 
balance of power, he has become a 
mighty Interesting personage. If 
the Maori bolts It's goodnight to 
Massey, as the opposition would 
surely win in another general elec- 
tion. 

"Socialism and Peace" will he the 

big subject that will be considered 
at the first national summer con- 
ference ever held by the Intercol- 
legiate Socialist Society, which will 
take place at Hampton Falls, N. 
H., Sept. 4-6. Among the speakers 
will be John Spargo, Florence Kel- 
ley, Prof. Ellen Hayes, James Mac- 
kaye, J. G. Phelps Stokes, Vida 
Scudder, Wm. English Walling, Dr. 
J. M. Rubinow, Charlotte Perkins 
Oilman, Dr. George W. Nasmyth, 
Dr. Jessie W. Hughan and others. 

John G. Ziegler, of Bemidji, Minn., 
was drowned while rescuing his lit- 
tle daughter, who had fallen from a 
launch In Marquette Lake. Although 
a prosperous merchant, Ziegler had 
taken an active interest in the So- 
cialist movement and was editor of 
"Plain Facts," which had drawn the 
fire of all reactionary organizations 
The Bemidji Socialists are making 
arrangements for an appropriate 
public memorial. 

Senator Troelstra, one of the lead- 
ing Socialists of Holland, is ser- 
iously ill as a result of his collapse 
during the recent party convention 
at Utrecht. Troelstra made an ex- 
tended address against the govern- 
ment's military policy and bitterly 
attacked the proposals to increase 
the size of the army and navy. At 
the conclusion of the speech he 
fainted and has been In bed since. 

In Berkeley, CaL, the Socialists 
are negotiating to purchase a Bap- 
tist church, which will be converted 
Into a meeting hall and general 
headquarters. What will Holy John 
Rockefeller say to this when he 
reads It? » 



Another radical educator has re- 
signed at the University of Utah) 
which institution has been making 
war on all progressive thinkers. 
The latest Instructor * to quit is 
Prof. Frederick W. Skirrow, who 
has a high standing and is an ex- 
ceptionally capable chemist. He 
goes to the McGill University in 
Montreal. Prof. Skirrow resigned 
of his own accord because the fos- 
sils In Utah have demoralized the 
university faculty and are turning 
the institution into a fourth-rate 
dump with which he doesn't want 
his name connected, and he cannot 
be blamed for that. 



THE SCIENCE OF REVOLUTION 
THE END OF PROFIT & WAGES 

A New Factor In the Class Strug- 
gle. 5000 Agents wanted at once. 
Good pay. Send name and address 
to Radlo-Science Publishers, Mt 
Auburn, Iowa. 



Get a Socialist Calendar FREE. Just 
send a stamp for postage. Geo. B. Dick- 
ert, Woodruff Place, Indianapolis, Ind. 



D^ak^- accidentally discovered root 
DrOUlCr our es tobacco habit and in- 
digestion. Gladly send particulars. B. D. 

STOKES, MOHAWK, FLA. 



OOMIO SONG HIT. Mama's the Man 
at Our House. Sample free. Send post- 
age. Song Supply Co., 750 Kelly St., 
Portland, Ore. ■ 
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WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS? 

OF THE YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN OF THE WORKING CLASS OF AMERICA, WE 

ASK IN ALL SERIOUSNESS, 

What are your plans for the future? 

Have you started in a rut, or are you about to start in one on 
the journey of life? 

Do you see any prospects ahead for better things for yourself 
and for your fellow-men? 

LET US counsel together and see if there is not something in life worth while for you. The People's College established 
in Fort Scott, Kansas, is your College. Those who founded it, and those in charge, have no other thought in life than 
to help you and others like you, prepare for the struggle for existence. 

Undoubtedly each one of you who reads this has personally observed the great need which this country has for work- 
ing class lawyers. If you want to know what the law on any particular subject is, you are compelled to go to some capit- 
alist-minded lawyer and pay him to tell you. Very few indeed, have the opportunity of going to a Comrade or brother 
to get such advice. This is a condition for which each one of us should be ashamed. It is not only a shameful thing that 
we have no working-class lawyers, but it is a positive crimes and each one of us is responsible for the condition. 




There is no mystery in the 
law, notwithstanding the legal 
fraternity as it is now organ- 
ized, tries to make the people 
think that the law Is mysterious 
and hard to learn, and harder 
still to practice. 



Every socialist in the United States is familiar to 
some extent with the work done by the Appeal Law 
Class. Many of the Appeal students have been ad- 
mitted to practice and are making good. But when 
they are all admitted, we will still be far short of the 
supply of working-class lawyers needed. 



Good law is or should be good 
sense. Any man or woman who 
has a good mind, and who can 
read and write the English lang- 
uage understandingly, can thor- 
oughly master the law, without 
losing one day from his or her 
usual occupation or employment. 



WHAT ONE OF OUR STUDENTS HAS ACCOMPLISHED 

JEFF FOWLEB was born and roared on a farm near St. foe, Arkansas. At 
twenty-one years of age he was married and had no means of making a 
living, other than hy his manual labor. To support himself and wife, he 
worked out among thje farmers of his acquaintance, and for this servloe received 
One Dollar per day. His education was limited, but he had a bright mind. 
One of our friends who happened through that country met and became ac- 
quainted with him. Afterwards, this man came to Fort Scott and told us of 
Jeff Fowler and gave his opinion that Jeff would make good In the law. We 
wrote him and solicited his membership in our Law Class. He took very little 
interest in the proposition at firsthand wa practically drove him into the class 
by continued solicitation. Twelve months after this Comrade was enrolled! 
with us he was admitted to the Bar. TODAY HE IS EMPLOYED IN SOME 1 
OF THE MOST IMPORTANT LITIGATION THAT HAS EVER BEEN CAR- 
RIED ON IN THIS STATE. 

We procured him employment by the settlers In the Sunken Land District 
in Arkansas. These farmers had made settlement on lands that large Timber 
Companies wanted, and these corporations were canting the arrest and eviction 
of the farmers and persecuting them in every way possible. Fowler has made 
some success in their cases, although he has only been at work a few months 
on them. He writes us that he is getting this business in shape and feels sure 
of ultimately winning- the titles to this land for hla clients. 

He has 'within the last few days been employed by a homesteader, whose 
land has proven to be valuable lead mining property.' As usual a big corpora- 
tion is trying to get the farmer's land, since ft has grown so valuable. The 
property Involved In this litigation Is estimated to be worth ONE HALF BUL- 
LION DOLLARS. . 

This is only one -Instance of what our students ire doing." Many others 4 
are doing nearly as well. One of our students at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
was admitted to the Bar a few days ago. There were seventy-five men wno 
took the examination with him — many of the University Law graduates. Our 
Comrade, H. F. Young stood sixth In his grades, out of the whole number tak- 
ing the examination. 

FILL OUT THIS COUPON » 
AND MAIL IT AT ONCE 



ON LABOR DAY 

the first Monday in September, we are going to start a new 
Law Class. It will be limited to 

ONE THOUSAND MEMBERS 

Enrollments are now coming in. It is open to both men and 
women. If you have no plan for the future, if you are simply 
wobbling through life, brace up and take a new start. Do 
something worth while before it is too late. 

Write us and we will send you the literature of our 
Law Course, and tell you how you can become a member 
of this Class. 



COUPON 



The People's College, 

Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Please send me literature of your Law Course, and tel' 
me how I can become a member of the Labor Day Class. 

Name 

P. O 

Law Dep't. No. Z-6. State ............. 



Weekly, 50 cents per Year. 



THE AMERICAN S O C I A L I S T AUGUST aret,~ 1915 



xPubs of four or more, 40 weeks, 35 cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Last Week 51,071 

Off U74 



49,097 
945 



©n 

This Week 50,042 

Loss 1.029 



NEWS FBOM THE FRONT. 

That the "On" Generals have a 
big surprise In store for the sup- 
porters of the "On" cause, Is stated 
by those on the Inside of affairs. 
The long expected Lecture Course 
Brigade is due to arrive within a 
short time. The brigade is made 
up of the pick of the hustler army, 
is armed to the teeth with the most 
up-to-date ammunition in the form 
of Lecture Course "sub" cards and 
when it gets into action is expected 
to shatter the ranks of the "Off" 
army completely. 

It is even stated that the "Off 
army is advancing oyer a road that 
is completely mined with sub-cards 
and that the slaughter will be ter- 
rible. 

In the meantime, however, Gen- 
eral Piute Is boasting that the pick 
of his force, the "Dubb Brigade" 
under command of General Henry 
Dubb, will drive the "On* army be 
yond the 60,000 line. 

General "Jimmy" Higgins of the 
"On" army when informed of this, 
grimly answered; — "Let them drive 
Who drives last, drives best." 



ROLL OF HONOR 



SOCIALISM MEANS SYSTEM 

By WALTER LANFERSIEK 



THE CRY oi the modern 
world is for more system 
— system in production, system 
in distribution. 

The business man wants more 
system because it means more 
profits. Even the farmer is be- 
ginning to use system in rota- 
tion of crops, etc. All but the 
workingman; he does not use 
any system. 

"System" has meant to the 
worker more work and less joy 
in his work; less pay and more 
unemployment ; more heart- 
breaking drudgery, weariness, 
sickness and death. 

And yet the worker is the one 
who needs more and better system, 
strange is it may seem. 
Let us see why. 



A. D. JTJDD, California: "X am glad 
to see an able paper like Tne American 
Socialist." Ha orders another bunch of 
sub-cards. 

K. NETXGEBAUEB, Connecticut: is here 
again with an order for SI worth of am- 
munition. 

J. J. F KUCHA, New York: keeps things 
stirring in his community. He buys a 
■apply of initiation sub-cards. 

MAX BUSOHOI4SBB, Oregon: "I 
want to do something to keep the sub- 
list of The American Socialist up to the 
60,000 mark at least so here Is a bunch 
of names to put on the mailing list." 

JAMBS L. MTTiTiKB, Arkansas: "I 
have picked up a volunteer so kindly 
enter his name with the "On" army. 

O. F. CARLSON, South Dakota: enlists 
for 4 years with the "On" army. 

FRANK M. HUTOKEL, Ohio: "The 
American Socialist 1b a hummer. May It 
always prosper." 

HARRY T. SMITH, New York: enlists 
for another 4 years. 

IiOOATT DUVAL, Florida: has voted to 
subscribe for The American Socialist for 
each of its members. Eight new mem- 
bers will take their places on the firing 
line.'' 

ALICE S. EDDY, Arizona: lines up 8 
in her community and sends their names 
to The American Socialist. 

C. O. TAYLOR, Michigan: enters the 
ring with a force of 10. 

G. A. LEHMAN, Iunois: lends aid to 
the "On" army. He gets on the firing 
line with a force of 8, all of whom are 
anxious to begin the fight on General 
Piute's army. 

M. A. SMITH, Texas: leads 18 volun- 
m«ie> to thtS trenches this week. 

L. O. BOYD, Oregon: "I regret that I 
can only send in four others this time." 

A. D. WEIDNER, Ohio: sends along one 
half doeen who will join in the charge 
for the 60,000 Hill. 

WILLIAM HEINO, Washington: heads 
a list of 7 who are anxious to meet the 
enemy. 



THE TAYLOR system is praised, 
by the employers, of course, as a 
fine system. Under it, a man's 
minutest movements are directed. If 
he is performing a certain task with 
five movements of the hand or arm 
and it can be performed with four, 
he is "directed and required to do it 
in four movements. We will all 
agree that if anything can be done 
more easily or quickly, it should be 
so done. But is" that the purpose of 
the Taylor system? Not at all. It 
is done simply to get one fifth more 
work out of him, which means one- 
fifth more profits, but not one-fifth 
more wages. 

Another method is to have the 
work come in such a steady stream 
that one is forced to work at 'break- 
neck speed and with great skill, or 
he will be swamped; when he fails 
they find another man who can 
keep up the pace. And is this done 
in order to permit the worker to 
produce more in order that his 
wages may be more? Not at all. It 
is done for the purpose of coining 
every ounce of his energy into dol- 
lars, to be paid in dividends, not in 
wages. 

Again the system of specializa- 
tion is nsed, each worker perform- 
ing only one small part of the com- 
pleted whole. He becomes expert 
and thus turns out a greater pro- 
duct, but again instead of receiv- 
ing larger pay, he gets less, although 
he produces more. 

The workers hate these systems 
because they make their lives mon- 
otonous; because they rob them of 
all love for their work, because they 
are brutalizing and degrading. 



ready settled, but the boss doesn't 
know it. 

We know from the census just 
how many mouths there are in this 
country to be fed, how many pairs 
of feet to be shod, hsow many backs 
to be clothed. The manufacturers 
never estimate, nor do they care, 
how many shoes may be needed this 
year by the people of the United 
States. They just go ahead and 
turn out as many as they can get 
orders for, and then some. And so 
with everything else. 

Now any system of society worthy 
of the name would find out just 
how many pairs of shoes were need- 
ed, how many suits of clothing were 
needed. The factories would be put 
to work producing, and when the 
job was finished, the workers would 
take a vacation. There would be 
some system and sense to that 

And your vacation would not be 
a ceaseless, agonizing search for 
work. Your work would be done, 
and it would be your time for play. 
Today all the play is enjoyed by 
your boss, the man who uses a sys- 
tem. He takes a vacation to Europe, 
or to the south in winter and the 
north in summer, while you sweat 
and toil. 



THREE GREAT LEAFLETS 

AXESSON FROM THE 
CHICKEN-COOP 

Explains Socialism In the form 
\ of an entertaining story, so 
easy and simple that a child 
_ will understand it. 

iTHE PARABLE OF THE 
WATER-TANK 

Parries and unemployment ex- 
plained in the form of a Bibli- 
cal parable. Just the thing for 
churchfiolks and others. 

^SOCIALIST MANIFESTO 
ON WAR 

We can't stop this war, but 
future wars may be prevented 
If we educate the people. This 
manifesto drawn up by the Na- 
tional Committee of the Social- 
ist Party gives a practical con- 
structive program for the pre- 
vention of future wars. 

Price of all three, — $1.60 per 
thousand; 20 cents per hund- 
red; express charges prepaid; 
$1.00 per thousand in lots of 
6,000 or more purchaser paying 
freight or express. 



National Office Socialist Party 



803 W. Madisoa St., 



Chicago, 111. 



AND YET IT is not the systems 
that are at fault. 

When machines were first invent- 
ed, men hated and destroyed them, 
because they saw that the machines 
would take their jobs. But the 
machines are still here and will re- 
main. Shop systems are only en- 
larged machines, or perhaps one 
should say, a co-ordination of 
machines and methods, to do more 
and better work. We may hate 
them, but whatever is good in them 
will remain. 

Such hatred may be natural but 
it is unreasoning. Let us reason 
together. 

Suppose the boss installs a new 
system that would enable you, with- 
out working harder, to earn twice 
your present wages, would you com- 
plain! In other words, if the sys- 
tem benefited you instead of the 
boss, would you hate the system? 
Of course not. 

Then it is not the system, tout 
the fact that the boss uses the sys- 
tem to rob you Just a little more, 
that makes you hate to go back to 
the shop on Monday morning, al- 
though you have no alternative. 
Work or die. 

System, efficiency, call it what 
you will, Is here to stay. As we can- 
not take this new weapon away 
from the boss, there is only one 
thing to do, go him one better. 
Adopt a system that will put the 
bad features of his system out of 
business. It is easy enough, but you 
can readily see that it will take 
system to beat system. 



IT IS AN old saying that "the 
farmer's work is never done," and 
it is a well-known fact that the 
farmer's wife works longer than 
he does. But if we used a little sys- 
tem, and planted enough acres of 
food-stuffs to meet our needs, using 
the best machinery and methods, 
would the old saying be true then? 
Now we plant enough to feed the 
world; but is there any obligation 
on the American farmer to raise 
enough wheat and corn so that ten 
million men may spend several 
years of their lives killing each 
other? Justice, like charity, begins 
at home. If we want to feed and 
clothe Europe we can, and probably 
would, being paid full value for the 
service. But there is no reason why 
American farmers should foe poor, 
when they are producing such trem- 
endous crops. The Wall Street sys- 
tem is robbing them. 



AFTER ALLi, what ' you need is a 
system that will enable you to get 
more, not to produce more. We are 
producing enough now; we produce 
so much we have a period of "over- 
production" every few years, after 
which we stop producing until it 
is used up. 

Your problem in life is to get good 
food, and enough of it; good cloth- 
ing, good shelter, good education, 
and amusement. Taylor systems do 
not help you get these things be- 
cause they tackle the wrong prob- 
lem. We must tackle the problem 
of distributing the good things of 
the world; the other problem is al- 



A REAL SYSTEM of society would 
be all-inclusive; in fact, unless it 
is, it is only a piece of a system. 

By systemizing the world, we 
could arrange our lives in the way 
to do the most good to ourselves. 
Now we are forced to live as others 
dictate. If we could produce enough 
to satisfy the legitimate needs of all 
by each one working four hours a 
day, why work more? You might 
go golfing the balance of the day. 
They say it is good for tired nerves. 
Your nerves might not need it 
then, but they certainly need it now. 
If by systematizing the world's 
work, you could do your share of 
the work in six months, would it 
demoralize you to spend the other 
half year in "seeing America first?" 
Those who have seen America do 
not claim that it is demoralizing. 

And the world can be systemat- 
ized to do just that for you. 

Don't expect it to be handed to 
you, however. You are handed 
Taylor system, but nothing good for 
you will be handed to you. You 
must put this system in yourself. 
You will have to fight for it. 

As mentioned above, the problem 
for you is to arrange a more equit- 
able distribution of the good things 
of this world. Of course, you can 
readily see that unless you own 
the things, you cannot distribute 
them. So the first thing to do is 
to produce them yourself. Not in- 
dividually, because that is the way 
we are doing it now; but collect- 
ively, all working together for the 
good of all, not for the good of a 
few. In order to do that you must 
own, collectively, the mines, the 
mills, the factories, railroads, tele- 
graphs, stores, and all those things 
that are necessary in production. 
When we all own these things (Col- 
lectively, our ownership will give 
us the power to see that we get our 
proper share of the product. 

The fact that you, in the laws 
you permit to be made, recognize 
ownership in the things you need in 
order to live, gives your employer 
the power to exploit and rob you. 
Physical power is not in the rich; 
they are few, you are many. They 
have only the legal power of own- 
ership, which power is created by 
your laws. If you change the laws, 
giving yourselves the right of own- 
ership, you will have the same pow- 
er of control that the owners en- 
joy today. 



every worker is treated fairly, and 
that he receives what is fairly due 
him. Being a worker yourself, you 
will want your brother worker to 
get justice, because your turn may 
come next, and you will want to be 
treated as well as he was. If you 
are honest and fair, you will want 
to be treated no better. 

By systematizing the world, we 
can eliminate billions of dollars, of 
waste. By scrapping all old and 
out-of-dat$ machinery in all factor- 
ies, we cari! produce immensely more. 
By systematically dividing the work 
and the play, the lives of all of us 
can be made more happy and worth- 
while. 

That Is - what socialism means to 
do. It would take "the square peg 
out of the round hole and put it 
where it belongs; now sometimes 
it is riding in an automobile when 
it ought to be at work. Or it may 
be working in a sweat shop when 
it has the possibilities of a Michael 
Angelo. 

These things cannot be left to 
chance. The world today is ruled 
too much by chance. We take a 
chance when we are born; we may 
not choose the right father, and 
consequently be poor all during the* 
only life we have to live. We take 
chances of ruin in business, in 
profession, fh labor. 

Society should take the child, find 
out his capabilities, and put him at 
„the things he can do best. That 
would be system; ( now it is chaos. 
The boy takes the Job he can get, 
whether he is fitted for it or not. 
As a man he is forced to hunt tor 
any job he can get. A properly or- 
ganized society would give him the 
chance to dp the work he wanted 
to do. A properly organized society 
would not see a worker wear his 
life away in unsanitary surround- 
ings; it would give him beautiful, 
light and airy workshops. It would 
take as good care of the wounded 
soldiers of industry, as the war na- 
tions take of the wounded soldiers 
of destruction. When years of la- 
bor had whitened the temples of its 
faithful workers, it would see that 
their last days were made peaceful 
and happy, as a reward of work well 
done. The poor-house would be 
abolished, and the fear of "over the 
hills" would be forever gone. 

Under any sane system, woman 
would take her place side by side 
with man, sharing all his responsi- 
bilities, his problems and his hap- 
piness. Marrying "for a home" 
would go out of fashion, and women 
could really select the mate of their 
choice, as every man would be as- 
sured a chance to earn a living, and 
would receive the full value of his 
labor. 

Socialism would so systematize 
the world that there would be no 
poverty, excuse for most crime 
would be eliminated, insanity would 
be no more, because all would be 
well-born and could lead normal 
lives. 

Socialism is a new system; it is 
the great hope of the workers. 



THE STORY CORNER 



Ho. 2— How Jim Collected His 
Information. 

; Jim found that the job of organ- 
izing a Young People's Socialist 
League was not as easy as he had 
expected. His sister had promised 
to help him all she could, but it was 
uphill work trying to get the High- 
school girls to consider the propo- 
sition seriously. And in the shop 
he did not have altogether plain 
sailing either. 

One of the first persons he ran 
into was a disgruntled fellow who 
claimed to have been a member of 
such a League back in Natogg. And 
he told a story that gave very little 
encouragement, — a story of dry, 
endless business meetings and 
clique fights and wrangles that de- 
moralized and finally disrupted the 
League. 

This story by no means discour- 
ed Jim, but it convinced him that he 
needed to know more about the 
matter. He obtained the addresses 
of two neighboring leagues and de- 
termined to visit them to see for 
himself how things were conduct- 
ed there. It would mean a little 
delay in getting started, but he 
would be better able to handle mat- 
ters when they did get under way. 

One Friday evening found him at 
one of these meetings. He located 
the Headquarters on the fourth 
floor of a building in which the low- 
er floor was occupied by a saloon, 
the second by a pool-parlor, and the 
third by a Chop Suey restaurant. 
The hall itself was badly ventilated 
and ill-kept. He had expected some 
sort of a comradely reception, — 
not an illuminated parade to be 
sure, — but still a wee bit of wel- 
come. But none was forthcoming, 
— in fact the members regarded 
him with considerable suspicion. 

The principle event of the eve- 
ning was a debate on the subject 
"Shall bithulithic paving blocks be 
used in the Co-operative Common- 
wealth?" There were only two de- 
baters on each side, — but there 
seemed to be neither beginning nor 
end to their speeches; both sides 
thrashing around so furiously in the 
tangled meshes of their own argu- 
ment, that they themselves could 
not make head or tail out of what 
was being said. About half-past- 
ten the debate was over and the 
floor was thrown open for "free" 
discussion. It was certainly "free," 
the subject was immediately lost 
sight of and for another hour and a 
half the talk waxed fast and furious, 
often degenerating into the bitterest 
personalities, but never once reflect- 
ing anything like that spirit of 
comradeship which the letter of the 
National Secretary had mentioned. 
He went home realizing that unless 
sociability and unity could be as- 
sured, a League was bound to split 
on the rocks of internal dissentions. 



tried to imitate them aB the boys 
whistled a snappy "Fox trot." They 
were good sports, all the way 
through, but when it came to any- 
thing serious, — as they themselves 
admitted, — there was "nobody 
home" in the upper story. 



YOU CAN, by law, see that there 
is work for all. The war govern- 
ments of Europe have created mort 
trench digging work than all the 
gas works that ever were. And all 
useless. You can see that useful 
work is done. You can see that 



Milwaukee labor organizations 

have introduced a very practical 
educational system. At the sugges- 
tion of the Tades Council, the ( af- 
filiated locals have arranged a fepe 
cial order at their meetings to hear 
lectures from the Socialist members 
of the Legislature, who enlighten 
the unionists regarding the meth- 
ods that obtain in the General As 
sembly. It is shown how bills cal- 
culated to benefit the working class 
are regarded and treated by so- 
called "servants of the people, how 
they are railroaded to hostile com- 
mittees, kept in pigeonholes as long 
as possible, and finally amended out 
of shape or defeated outright. The 
Milwaukee unionists are being put 
wise to the fact that their city 
doesn't really comprise the whole 
State, and that they must co-operate 
with the union people in smaller 
towns in securing stronger organ- 
izations and urge them to also elect 
Socialists to the Legislature, in 
stead of machine politics controlled 
by corporations, and thus secure 
more help to force through the la 
bor bills. Much is going to result 
from those lectures in arousing the 
workers. 

Official figures show that the La 
bor party in Queensland, Australia, 
had 35,000 more votes in the recent 
State election than the Conservative 
Liberal combine. The actual Labor 
majority is, however, much larger, 
as the returns do not include the 
working class electors in half a doz 
en districts where the Labor nom- 
inees were not contested. The La 
bor strength in the Legislature is 
just about double that of the Con- 
Lib, crowd. Now the later are af- 
fording further amusement to the 
Laborites by splitting into three fac- 
tions and giving each other battle 
upon the slightest provocation. One 
faction states that it will oppose 
socialism in every form, whether it 
comes in homeopathic or allopathic 
doses; another faction says a lit- 
tle socialism isn't bad, and the third 
faction is mum. 



THE NEXT DAY Jim thought the 
matter over very carefully. He had 
seen two Leagues in action, and he 
was convinced that neither proper- 
ly fulfilled the functions of a real 
Y. P. S. L. "If I could only put 
the two through a sausage machine 
and combine them into one unit, 
I'd have a pretty good League," he 
mused. He saw that neither organ- 
ization had made much of an im- 
pression on either Socialists or gen- 
eral public. They were ; just nar- 
row sects, , little stagnant pools, 
each inhabited by a handful of swell- 
headed frogs who thought them- 
selves great because of the noise 
they could make in such puny sur- 
roundings. 

"A League, to be worth it's salt," 
thought Jim, "must combine all 
these various activities. It must be 
made up of live, human youngsters, 
— not wild-cat wind-jammers — but it 
must also tend to solid business; 
its members, whoever they are, must 
learn to use their heads for some- 
thing more than hair-comb car- 
riers." 

He was glad of the chance to stu- 
dy the shortcomings of other organ- 
izations and was determined that 
this one should be free from those 
faults. He was Just as determined 
to get started as ever before, more 
so, in fact, for he had come to see 
the great need of the Y. P. S. L., and 
he was determined that the need 
must be satisfied. 



NOTE: — The next installment of 
the "Organization Story Corner" 
will be entitled "How Jim got his 
prospects." 



American Socialist 
LECTURE BUREAU 

RALPH KORNCOLD, Manager 



OUR STAFF OF SPEAKERS 



EMIL SEIDEL, Former 
Mayor of Milwaukee, Socialist 
Candidate (or Vice President 
in 1912. 

RYAN WALKER, Creator 
of Henry Dubb. 

GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK, 
Author of "War, What For?'* 



Total Number of Contract! 
Received Up-to-date 

159 



Watch This Figure Grow 



HERE ARE THE LIVE LOCALS THAT HAVE 
ALREADY SENT IN THEIR CONTRACTS: 



Young People's Dept. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. 



WM. F. KRUS", 



Director 



To reach the nation's youth with 
the message of Socialism and to bring 
them into the organized Socialist 
movement through Young People's 
Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept. 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



ALABAMA — Alabama City. 
AEIZONA — Miami, Phoenix, Yuma, Win- 
slow. 

ARKANSAS— Paragould. 

CALIFORNIA — Fort Bragg, San Francisco, 
Fresno, Sacramento. Turlock, Oakland, 
Paso Robles. Kingsburg, Los Angeles, 
Woodland, Lodi. 

COLORADO — Pueblo, Denver, Frulta, Col- 
orado Springs. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA— Washington. 

GEORGIA — Waycross. 

IDAHO — Pocatello, Twin Falls, Caldwell. 
Buhl, Burley, Rupert, Nampa. 

ILLINOIS, — Monticello, Waukegan, Molino, 
Canton, Champaign, Galesburg, Dan- 
ville, Rockford, Peoria, Lincoln, Chi- 
cago (2), East St. Louis, West Frank- 
fort. 

INDIANA— 'Indianapolis, State Line, El- 
wood, Marion. 
IOWA — Davenport, Council Bluffs, Hite- 
man. 

KANSAS— Ness City, Utica, Pittsburg, 
Iola. 

MARYLAND — Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS — Worcester, Spring- 
field, Boston. 

MICHIGAN — Lansing, Grand Rapids, Mus- 
kegon, Traverse City, Owosso, Battle 
Creek, Bay City. 

MINNESOTA — St. Paul, Minneapolis, Dul- 
uth, Bemidji, Cloquet. 

MISSISSIPPI — liattiesburg. 

MISSOURI — De Sota, St. Joseph, Sedalia, 
St. Louis. 



AMERICAN SOCIALIST 4 YEARS S1.00. 



THE OTHER League advertised 
its affair as a regular business 
meeting. It was held under very 
favorable surroundings, in a large 
room attached to a Comrade's 
horhe. The Yipsels welcomed him 
gladly, but expressed deep regret 
that he had chosen "only a business 
meeting" as the occasion of his 
visit. There was only a small at- 
tendance, but those present cer- 
tainly let themselves be heard from. 
• Over an hour was taken up in 
wrangling over the report of the 
entertainment committee, the bone 
of contention being whether a 
scheduled Marshmallow Roast should 
be held before or after a propised 
Chowder Party, — the matter being 
argued with great fervor on both 
sides. As soon as it was settled, 
Jim was glad to note that they for- 
got all about their differences, and 
were as chummy as ever. 

But when it came to hear the 
Educational Committee report, no 
one could be found to give it. At 
last one of the members got up and 
stated that no meeting had been 
held for several months; the com- 
mittee at that time declined an of- 
fer of one of the older comrades to 
lecture for them, because they 
thought that the members were not 
at all interestd in Socialist lectures, 
and there would be no use wasting 
money for the speaker's carfare 
when the members never came to 
any kind of educational meetings. 
The report was accepted as "pro- 
gress" without a word of discussion. 
Everyone seemed highly pleased 
with the committee's action, and 
thought that the notion of any sort 
of educational work was ridiculous. 

On the whole Jim noticed that 
when it came to happy-go-lucky, 
rough-and-tumble fun, these boys 
and girls could not be excelled. 
.Quite a numher came very late and 
after the meeting was over they in- 
dulged in some pretty good sing- 
ing. They were interested in base- 
ball and all kinds of sports. Two 
of the girls gave an exhibition of 
the latest dance as they had seen it 
on the vaudeville stage that very 
afternoon, and others immediately 



MONTANA— Missoula, KaUspiel, Butt 

Nashua, Whitefish. 
NEBRASKA — Omaha, Fremont, Chapma 
NEVADA— Tonopah, Goldfield. 
NEW JERSEY — Jersey City. 
NEW MEXICO — Clayton. 
NEW YORK — Jamestown, Schenectad; 

Rochester, New York City, Buffal 

Albany, Brooklyn. 
NORTH CAROLINA — Winston-Salem. 
NORTH DAKOTA — Hatton, Forbes, Cro 

by, Williston, Bowman, Fargo, Velv; 

Voltaire, Wildrose, Kelvin, Garriso 
OHIO — Sandusky, Cincinnati, Portsmoutl 

Ulrichsville, Warren, Toledo, Nev 

ark, Edgerton. 
OKLAHOMA — Clinton. 
OREGON — Astoria, Portland, Silverton. 
PENNSYLVANIA — Warren, Ambridg. 

Lackawanna, New Kensington, Greeni 

burg, Reading, Washington, Eri< 

Pottsville, East Springfield, Pitte 

burgh. 

SOUTH DAKOTA— Hot Springs, Frederic! 

Aberdeen, Nlsland. 
TENNESSEE— Memphis. 
UTAH— Salt Lake City, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA — Norfolk. 

WASHINGTON — Bremerton, Spokane, Si 
mas, Vancouver, Elma, Seattle, Evei 
ett, Monroe, Uwaco, Cheney, Olympii 
Wilbur, Kelso, Lynden. 

W. VIRGINA — Fairmont, Huntington. 

WISCONSIN — Fond du Lac, Superio 
Racine. 

WYOMING — Hanna. 



SEIDEL-WALKER-KIRKPATRICK. 

The dates for the Seidel-Walker-Kirkpatrick Lectures are now be 
ing made up. Locals will be notified as quickly as possible. You wil 
have at least two months time to sell tickets between the time that yoi 
are notified and the date of the first lecure. 



YIPSEL SHOP TALK. 
The Value of a Library. 

Every League should have a li- 
brary of its own. You have no idea 
of the sense of security and solidity 
that the possession of a valuable 
lot of books gives to an organiza- 
tion. After that they simply CAN- 
NOT break up. It gives us a bet- 
ter standing among other organiza- 
tions too, it proves that we are not 
only interested in froth and frolic 
but that we think of deeper things 
as well. In many cases the mere 
starting of a Library by the Y. P. 
S. L. has brought forth a substan- 
tial donation from the Party and 
from other kindred organizations. 
The best way to start is to ask 
every one of your members to don- 
ate at least one book, it need not 
be a new one, — but that will give 
you a good send-off. You can then 
start a Special Library Fund for the 
purchase of new books as they come 
out, or, of increasing your stock. 

The Literature Department of the 
Socialist Party is an extensive in- 
stitution, and for it's use one of the 
best read men in this country has 
prepared a booklet on "What to 
read on Socialism and Allied Sub- 
jects." Furthermore, he has ans- 
wered the questions of "Where can 
we get it?" and "How much will it 
cost?" With this booklet you can 
first see what there is to be had, 
you can readily find out just what 
books you need for your library, — 
and then you can get them in the 
easiest and most convenient way. 

This book, published by the So- 
cialist Party for its own use, is the 
most authoritative introduction to 
the best of all Socialist literature. 
It sells for five cents, but in order 
to get our Yipsels to reading more 
and 'better material, I will send a 
copy of it FREE to any Young 
People's Socialist League asking for 
it. I am sure that you all want a 
a chance to get this fine 68 page 
pamphlet, and I hope that you will 
make good use of it when you do 
get it. Start a Library, — find out 
WHAT to read, — get a collection 
of GOOD BOOKS, — and then READ 
THEM! 

The most successful Leagues in 
the country to-day are those, who, 
at the very beginning of their career 
established a library. 

Those Press Bulletins. 

The response to the call for in 
formation has been gratifying. The 
Press Bulletins are working, — and 
working well too. Hereafter it will 
be up to you whether your League 
receives any notices or not. Send in 
your doings on the Bulletins furn- 
ished to all Leagues for that pur- 



36 GERMER-GOEBEL DATES. 

ALABAMA— Ensley, Wylam; ARIZONA — Glendale ; C ALIFORN I A— 
San Suis; CONNECTICUT— Bridgeport, New Britain, Merlden; FLORIDA 
— St. Petersburg; INDIANA — South Bend, Muncie, Wabash, Anderson 
IOWA— Des Moines; MARYLAND— Cumberland ; MICHIGAN— Gladstone 
Detroit, Grand Rapids; NEW YORK — Johnstown, Amsterdam, Little 
Falls; NEW HAMPSHIRE— Concord; NEBRASKA— Waterbury ; NORTH 
DAKOTA— Church ; PENNSYLVANIA— York ; OREGON— Eugene ; SOUTH 
DAKOTA— Nisland, Aberdeen; TENNESSEE — Nashville ; TEXAS— San 
Antonio; VIRGINIA— Richmond; WASHINGTON— Goldendale, Seattle, 
Wilbur, North Yakima, Hoquiam; WEST VIRGINIA— Wheeling. 

Get busy and sign the contract NOW. You cannot afford to miss these 
lectures. Comrades Goebel and Germer are the "best organization men 
in the country. If your local is dead they will wake it up. You can\ get 
these speakers for a subscription lecture on the terms outlined in con- 
tract below or for $25 flat for the two speakers. 
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Ghmtrart 



FOR 



The Germer-Goebel Lectures 



Date 



Between the National Office of the Socialist Party and Local... 



of the State of 



herein called the Local. 



Local accepts THE GERMER-GOEBEL LEC- 

TURES and agrees to sell 200 subscriptions to The American Socialist 
at 25 cents each. 

The local agrees to pay $50 to The National Office of the Socialist 
Party as follows: $30 to be paid before the date of the first lecture, 
which is not to take place until October 1st, 1915; $10 to be paid, to 
each of the two speakers on the night of his lecture. 

The local furthermore agrees to furnish a suitable hall adequately 
lighted and heated wherein to hold the -lectures, and to advertise the 
lectures to the best of its ability. 

The National Office reserves the right to cancel either or both of 
the dates if these requirements are not lived up to. 

The National Office agrees to furnish two speakers, viz., ADOLPH 
GERMER and GEORGE GOEBEL one week apart, with the under- 
standing, however, that if sickness or some other unforeseen circum- 
stance makes it impossible for a speaker to appear, the National Of- 
fice may furnish a substitute. 

The National Office will furnish advertising. 

The literature sales at the meetings are to go to the speakers. 



Signature of Secretary 



Address 



Accepted for the National Office. Please sign and return this contract 





pose. And don't forget, — if you 
can get an opening in your local 
press, capitalist or socialist, don't 
fail to use it. Several requests for 
press material have already been 
received, — get into line. 



AMONG BOOKS 



THE UNSEEN DANGERS BE- 
HIND HUMANITY, or, THE REAL 
CAUSES OF RACE HATRED, by 
Joseph S. Shatzke; published by the 
1 author, Route 1, Box 23, Aurora, 
Colorado, $2.00, cloth, 380 pages. 

This is a book containing chapters 
on a great number of different top- 
ics more or less loosely related, from 
a chapter on "Who Crucified Jesus 
Christ?" to "True Socialism." There 
are 59 chapters in all, many of 
them dealing with different phases 
of the Jewish question; others on 
political economy, charity, immi- 
gration, single tax; one on "The 
Spirit and Character of the True 
Revolutionist;" another on "Mater- 
ialists and Sentimentalists." The 
writer seems to have dabbled in a 
great many different phases of the 
social problem and has unloaded 
his ideas in this book. 
The chapter on socialism is 



chiefly a criticism of the methods 
of the present socialist party, ob- 
jecting to the dues paying system, 
bewailing the division between the 
Socialist Party and the Socialist 
Labor Party and urging industrial 
unionism. 



THE COMING KINGDOM 



Lincoln Phifer's Great Book. 

forecasted tins war ana anomer to 
ioUow it, through an analysis of the 
old law of periodicity, on which the 
prophets of old relied. It is a schol- 
arly analysis of the early Christian 
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show- 
ing wherein it resembled and where 
it differs from the Socialist ideal. 
Nineteen "books," 90 chapters, 300 
pages. 



A Dollar Book for Fifty Cents. 



"I have read the Coming King- 
dom carefully two or three times. 
It takes a great hold on me." — 
Comrade Kruke, Corning, N. Y. 



Address 

National ' Office Socialist Party, 
803 W. JVfeon St, Chicago. 



